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The Honorable Thomas J. Whinery 
House of Representatives 
Capitol Building 
Lansing, Michigan 
Mr. L. William Seidman 
Peoples National Bank Building 
Grand Rapids, Michigan 
Gentlemen: 
December 28, 1959 
House Concurrent Resolution No. 28 of the 1959 Michigan 
Legislature created a Legislative Committee 11 to further study 
the need for a four-year, state-supported college in the Grand 
Rapids area, to provide plans for its establishment, to create 
a citizens advisory committee to assist, and to report its find-
ings and recommendations to the 1960 Legislature." 
This report, on the higher education needs of the eight-
county area, was prepared in accordance with the conditions of 
my appointment as Director of the Study. The data of the survey 
clearly indicate the need for additional higher education facili-
ties in the eight-county area. The provision of these area needs 
will require the understanding and support of the members of the 
Legislature and the citizens of the area and the state. 
Sincerely yours, 
h John X. J r'ch 
the Survey 
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CHAP~RI 
INTRODUCTION 
Since the founding of our earliest colleges in this country, higher 
education in the United States has clearly reflected the changing needs of 
our society. This response to our social needs has fostered a keen concern 
on the part of the American public for the general welfare of higher educa-
tion, a continuing concern that our faith in its values should always be 
fulfilled. This concern for the provision of educational opportunity to 
the largest possible proportions of our population has been particularly 
manifest within the past century. The results of this concern are visible 
in the rapid growth and extension of colleges and universities during this 
period. Along with this'has come a continuing increase in the percentage 
of our youth who are attending our colleges and universities. Data, for 
selected years, for the nation and the state of Michigan, will illustrate 
the rapid rise which has been taking place in the percentage of college-
age youth actually attending institutions of higher education in the 
United States and in Michigan (Table 1). 
Table l presents data on the number of college-age youth, college 
enrollees, and the percent that the college enrollments were of the college 
age. The data are for t~e United States and for the state of Michigan. It 
should be noted that during the span of years, 1939-57, there was only a slight 
decline in the percentage of youth attending for the country as a whole, and 
no decline in the percentage of college=age youth attending in the state of 
Michigan. 
1 
Table 1. college-Age Youth and College Enrollments in the United States and Michigan. 
United States State of Michigan (1) 
No. of College- No. Enrolled in Per Cent No. of College- No. Enrolled In 
Year Age Youth ' Colleges & Universities Enrolled Age Youth Colleges & Universities 
1889-1890 5,156,447 156,756 3.04 n.a. 
1919-20 7,452,000 597,857 8.02 n.a. 
1929-30 9,034,000 1)100,737 12.18 n.a. 
1939-40 9,681,000 1,493,203 15 .42 331,588 52,151 
1949-50 8,948,000 2,456,841 27.46 362,680 101,390 
1953-54 8,492,000 2,250,701 26.50 316,655 99,132 
1955-56 8,774,000 2,678,623 30.05 329,135 119,833 
1956-57 341,355 134,604 
l 
( 1) John Dale Russell, Preliminary Report to the Michigan Legislative Study Connni ttee on Higher Educat2. m 
Lansing, Michigan. March, 1957. p.49. 
n.a. Data not available. 
Per Cent 
Enrolled 
15.7 
28.0 
31. 3 
36.4 
39.4 
N 
3 
The table, then, underscores two important aspects of the growth and 
development of higher education: (1) the general increases in college=age 
yo~th, and (2) the continuing sharp increase in the percentage that college-
age youth are of the enrollments in institutions of higher education. One 
other point should be noted, namely, that the percentage of college-age 
youth enrolling in institutions of higher education appears to have risen 
more rapidly in the state of Michigan than in the country as a whole. 
As dramatic as some of these numerical data regarding the development 
of higher education may be, they are only indicative of the complex of 
problems which are facing and will continue to face higher education and 
the public in the nation and in the state of Michigan. For, accompanying 
the numerical increases then must be commitments and decisions regarding 
the financing of these expanding facilities; and decisions must be made 
regarding the types of program and curricular expansions which should be 
made in order to serve the increasing numbers. Certainly, these youth 
must be served with programs which are appropriate to their interests and 
capabilities, and which are in keeping with the economic, technical, and 
social needs of our society. 
Whatever the problems, one thing appears to be evolving in public 
philosophy regarding higher education, namely, that such education brings 
with it generalized social values, and should, therefore, be supported to 
the largest possible degree by all of society. A corollary of this general 
maxim is that the opportunity for post-high school education should not be 
restricted either by economic or social levels of individuals seeking such 
education. 
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This concern for providing higher educational opportunity for the maxi-
mum number of our youth, and to make such educational programs and curricula 
commensurate with individual abilities arid interests, bring with them the 
complex problems of planning and providing for these services on the national, 
state, and local level, 
Although recent years have demonstrated increasing concern regarding 
higher education at the national level, the present structure of our higher 
education in the United States calls for provision and planning at the state 
and local levels, both through public and private channels. National studies 
and projections of educational needs, as essential and useful as they are, 
provide only the broad base for state and local analyses, planning, and 
action, This is one fundamental reason for the present study of higher 
education needs in a specific area of the state of Michigan. 
In the illustrations presented by Table 1, it was pointed out that the 
national figures indicate overall increases in the population of the country; 
they indicate sharp increases in the numbers of college-age youth during 
the next several decades. Also, studies indicate different rates of increase 
for certain parts of the country and in certain states. Hence, it is impor-
tant to have population and college enrollment projections made for individual 
states and for specific areas in the states. 
For example, the recent Legislative Survey of Higher Education in 
Michigan provided college-age and enrollment projections for the state. 
The Survey also identified certain specific areas of the state in which 
more detailed analyses ought to be carried out in order to clarify the 
specific nature of the needs there. 
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Thus, in the Wayne county area, the Survey saw the clear need for 
s veral additional community colleges. The precise number of such insti-
tutions and the exact location of them, it wa6 recommended, should be 
determined through further study of the area. Such a study is now being 
conducted under the direction of Dr. Gerald Boicort by Wayne State University. 
The Legislative Survey also identified at least two other areas in 
which further study would be justified. The Director of the Survey, Dr. 
John Dale Russell, stated in his final report to the Legislature that na 
superficial review of the situation leads. to the conclusion that the most 
likely location for another state-controlled college is Grand Rapids. 
Grand Rapids is sufficiently distant from other state institutions, so 
there would be no objectionable overlapping of services in the new area 
1 
if a new state college were located there." Two specific steps remained 
before the above statement could be followed by action leading to the es-
tablishment of a state college in that area. In the first place, a detailed 
analysis was made of the area to estimate the population characteristics 
which can be anticipated in the future, and also a study of the nature of 
the educational needs which should be met by a new college, if the need 
for one were established. That is, some prior determinations should be 
made as to the curriculum. and program of such a college which would best 
serve the needs of this area. 
1 
John Dale Russell, Final Report of the Survey of Higher Education 
in Michigan. Lansing, Michigan, September, 1958. p. 141 
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Even prior to the Legislative Survey of Higher Education putting 
forth the suggestion that the Grand Rapids area might well be the most 
logical location for a new state college in Michigan, this area had mani-
fested its concern regarding increasing population and the concurrent 
needs for additional higher educational facilities which were quite likely 
in the next decade or two. The report of the Survey served well to stimulate 
more vigorous activity and interest in studying the problem in greater detail. 
For some time, an informal group of citizens had been meeting and 
discussing the problems of providing adequately for the higher educational 
needs of the young people in this area. With the passage of House Concurrent 
Resolution No. 28 of the 1959 Michigan Legislature, a committee of legisla-
tors was appointed to function with a Citizens Committee in the further 
study of the problem. It was decided that a more detailed study would be 
carried on for the consideration of these two committees and for final pres-
entation to the 1960 Legislature. The financial support for this study has 
been provided by the Grand Rapids Foundation. 
The Legislative Committee appointed Dr. John X. Jamrich as the Director 
of the Study. The Study was to be conducted through the Center for the Study 
of Higher Education at Michigan State University. Several members of the 
Center staff assisted with the Study.* 
Mr. William Monohan served as the Assistant for Research on the project, 
Also utilized were the services of Mr. Donald Fink of the Grand Rapids Public 
Schools; Dean John E. Visser of the Grand Rapids Junior College; Dr. Algo 
Henderson of the University of Michigan, Center for the Study of Higher 
Education; the staff of the Grand Rapids Junior Chamber of Commerce; the 
* The Director also wishes to acknowledge the helpful assistance of the 
staff of the Michigan State University Bureau of Educational Research, 
and especially that of Mrs. Kay Nash who, with Mrs. Elaine Frank, had 
full responsibility for the typing of the report. 
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staff of the Department of Public Instruction; Dr. John F. Thaden of the 
conununity Development Center at Michigan State University; Dr. Eli P. Cox 
who furnished materials published by the Bureau of Business and Economic 
Research at Michigan State University, and materials published by the 
Michigan Department of Health. In particular, the Direct~r wishes to 
acknowledge the helpful counsel of Dr. Floyd Reeves and Dr. Ernest Melby 
of the Center for the Study of Higher Education at Michigan State University. 
The Problem of the Study 
The various concerns which have been mentioned above the Citizens 
Committee, the Legislative Committee, the recommendations of the Michigan 
Survey of Higher Education=- all have focused attention, in one way or 
another, upon several basic questions and problems related to higher edu-
cation needs in Kent and surrounding counties. Data and information regard-
ing these questions appears to be essential in any systematic planning which 
might be undertaken to meet adequately the higher education needs of this 
area. 
It was the purpose of this study to gather and analyze ~ertain data 
which would provide a basis for dealing with the following broad questions: 
1. Do currently available data on population and s~hool enrollments, 
and such projections as can be made regarding future population 
trends and the desires of college-age youth to attend college 
give indication of the need for the establishment of a four=year, 
degree granting institution in this area? 
2. If the need for such an institution can be established, what 
should be the nature of the curriculum and instructional program. 
8 
to most adequately meet the needs of youth from this portion 
of the state? 
3. Similarly, what should be the nature and extent of the physical 
plant for such a college? 
4. For maximum service to the youths and adults of the area, 
where should such an institution be located? 
5. Finally, what are the financial implications of such a plan, 
including both immediate and long-term needs? 
The Area To Be Studied 
At the outset, the main focus of concern regarding the area to be 
studied centered around the city of Grand Rapids. This was probably a 
natural outcome of the local concerns as well as the suggestions made in 
the Legislative Survey. 
In the very early stages of planning the study, it became quite apparent 
that a much broader geographical area was and should be involved. Although 
some of these factors will be discussed in greater detail later, it may be 
well to mention one or two of them at this point. In the first place, when 
thought is given to higher education needs of an area, it is more realistic 
to think in te:r:ms of more than one city or even one county. Numerous studies 
of the geographic origins of college students indicate that, in the main, 
college enrollments come from within a 50 to 100 mile radius of the institu-
tions. The notable exceptions, of course, would be in the case of particular 
professional schools such as law and medicine. 
In the second place, the study of geographic origins of college students 
in Michigan, which was made by the Legislative Survey, indicated that several 
9 
of the counties in this region of the state were particularly low in the 
percentage of college-age youth who were attending college, Again, these 
low~percentage counties are those in which there is no private or public 
institution of higher education. Thus, one is lead to the conclusion that 
a better geographical distribution of higher educational opportunity might 
prove to be of considerable benefit to these particular counties. 
Third, although the most significant population increases will 
undoubtedly take place in the metropolitan areas such as Grand Rapids, 
studies of population increases in the state of Michigan indicate that 
this entire area of the state will certainly be affected by economic and 
population growth. 
Thus, in order to include a larger portion of this part of the state, 
it was decided to include in the study Kent county and the seven counties 
directly adjacent to it. This includes Muskegon, Newaygo, Montcalm, Ionia, 
Barry, Allegan, and Ottawa counties (See Figure 1). 
The Rationale of the Study 
In order to provide a sufficiently broad basis for identifying trends 
and future needs, a variety of data was gathered and analyzed. The popula-
tion, economic, and industrial characteristics of the area are, of course, 
of considerable importance in deriving results regarding the extent of the 
need. Certainly, the needs of local area business and industry may well 
influence certain aspects of program planning for a new institution. Upon 
the broad base provided by general population data and business activity, 
the specific school enrollments and school census data can be used as the 
Newaygo 
Kent 
-~I 
Ottawa 
Allegan 
10. 
Montcalm 
Ionia 
Barry 
FIGURE 1 - - THE EIGHT - COUNTY AREA 
INCLUDED IN THIS STUDY 
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most accurate available information regarding future college-age youth in 
the area. 
In addition, some direct evidence on student and parent interest in 
college attendance, in specific college programs, in type of college, etc., 
was gathered by means of a questionnaire administered to over 15,000 10th 
and 12th grade high school students and their parents, as well as the parents 
f 2nd grade students in certain elementary schools of the area. 
The determination, whether a new degree-granting institution is needed 
in this area, is based upon: (1) the data relating population estimates 
with the intended level of service which presently existing colleges and 
universities of the state will provide as they expand their facilities; 
(2) the interest and motivation for attendance, as indicated by students 
and parents; (3) the intellectual and economic ability of college-age youth 
to attend college, and (4) the extent to which the state of Michigan is 
committed to the principle of providing higher educational opportunity on 
a sound geographically distributed basis. 
CHAPTER II 
Economic Characteristics of the State and the Eight-County Area 
The decision to provide additional facilities for higher education do, 
of necessity, carry with them certain financial implications. If a state 
is to provide for a new institution of higher education, it must do so with 
the conviction that the facility is needed, and with the assurance that suf-
ficient funds will be forthcoming for the support of such an institution. 
Likewise, where a community or a county undertakes the building of a new 
community college or even a four-year college, it should ascertain its 
ability to support the operation. At the same time, however, clear indi-
cations of the need for an institution of higher education in an area which 
does not appear able to support one must not be taken as the final argument 
for not establishing one. That is, if the facts point to the need for an 
institution of higher education in a given area, provisions for this need 
should be made, even if support funds must be sought from a larger portion 
of the state. 
Over the years, the state of Michigan has provided well for the support 
of higher education for its youth. The state, local communities, and private 
philanthropy have contributed to the support of higher educational facilities 
to serve our youth. It is to be expected that this same attitude and concern 
for support of higher education will continue in the future. 
It is clearly not the purpose of this study to analyze and present 
detailed data regarding the economy of the state of Michigan. For the 
purposes of what follows, however, several tabular summaries should suffice 
to indicate the general vigor of Michigan economy. 
12 
13 
Table 2 -- Index of State Increases in Value Added by Manufa:·ture 
in Selected North Central and Eastern States -- shows Mi,:higan well at 
the top in the increases in value added by manufacture between 1947,1956. 
In this region, only the states of Iowa and Ohio surpass our state's 
in::reases, 
The general vigor of the Michigan economy is manifest also when one 
studies the annual collections of sales and use taxes. Table 3 Mi':higan 
Sales and Use Tax Revenue, 1937-57 -- shows the steady increase in the taxes 
.:ollected through this source up to 1957. Although :·omparable figures are 
not available for the 1958 year in which Michigan experien::ed a re~·ession 
with the rest of the nation, it appears rather safe to suggest +_,hat re·,overy 
in the state should bring business and industrial indexes paralleling the 
Eational up-trend. 
The Eight-County Area 
Although the state of Michigan as a whole manifests definite economL.: 
strenghts, a study of economic figures for individual counties of the., state 
reveals considerable variation on several criteria. A cou.nty by ,·aunty 
summary of sales tax collections for each of the eight c>ow1ties in this 
study is given in Table 4. 
Table 6 summarizes data on retail trade for the state and for the 
eigl1t counties in this area for 1948 and for 1954. Table 7 summarizes 
data on value added by manufacture> while Table 8 gives a' summary of data 
on value of farm products sold in the state of Mi:~higan and in the eight-
'ounty area. 
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Table 2. Index of State Increases in Value Added by Manufacture in 
Selected North Central and Eastern States, 1947-56*. 
(U. S. Average Increase: 100) 
State Index 
Iowa 137 
Ohio 108 
MICHIGAN 106 
Missouri 106 
Nebraska 106 
Minnesota 99 
Indiana 97 
Illinois 85 
Wisconsin 85 
Pennsylvania 84 
New York 70 
* Source: Michigan Statistical Abstract, Bureau of Business and 
Economic Research, Michigan State University, page 119; 
1958. 
Table 3. Michigan Sales and Use Tax Revenues, Fiscal Years, 1937-1957* 
Fiscal Year 1 Ended June 30 Sales Tax 
1937 $ 54,774,610 $ 
1938 52,725,993 
1939 50,971,044 
1940 59,454,012 
1941 71,808,474 
1942 81,231,007 
1943 84,073,445 
1944 91,072,274 
1945 97,606,672 
1946 115,493,931 
1947 156,609,282 
1948 184,637,088 
1949 194,841,715 
1950 199,442,826 
1951 240,861,581 
1952 239,180,139 
1953 261,811,786 
1954 275,420,115 
1955 286,232,144 
1956 308,682,684 
1957 309,205,609 
(1) Includes penalty, interest and license fees. 
(2) Includes penalty and interest. 
2 
Use Tax 
------- $ 
233,879 
531,529 
984,624 
1,365,502 
2,110,945 
2,314,789 
1,806,459 
1,753,153 
2,908,074 
4,273,873 
5,276,007 
5,321,905 
5,358,616 
7,006,157 
8,010,290 
10,749,091 
13,825,151 
15,653,526 
18,481,025 
20,260,940 
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Total 
54,774,610 
52,954,872 
51,502,573 
60,438,636 
73,173,976 
83,341,952 
86,388,234 
92,878,733 
99,359,825 
118,402,005 
160,883,155 
189,913,095 
200,163,620 
204,801,442 
247,867,738 
247,190,429 
272,560,877 
289,245, 266 
301,885,670 
327,163,709 
329,466,549 
* Michigan Statistical Abstracts, Bureau of Business and Economic Research, 
Michigan State University, page 209; 1958. 
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Table 4. Michigan Sales Tax Collections in the Eight=County Area, 1956-57. 
1957 Population % Population Sales Tax Per Cent of Per Capita 
Countv (Estimate) is of State Collections State Total Sales Tax 
Allegan 61,220 0.79 $ 1,448,570 0.47 $ 22.66 
Barry 32,400 0.42 716,254 0. 23 22.10 
Ionia 41,550 0.53 1,237,876 0.40 29.79 
Kent 346,510 4.44* 1.5,115,062 5 12 45.35* 
Montcalm 37,730 0.48 1,204,387 0.39 31. 92 
Muskegon 147,590 1. 89 5,595,895 1. 82 37. 92 
Newaygo 25,550 0.33 627,107 0. 20 24.54 
Ottawa 94,140 l. 21 3,046,762 0.99 32.36 
8-COUNTY TOTAL 786,690 10.08 $29,591,913 9. 63 $ 37.62 
-
I STATE TOTAL 7,803,000 100.00 $307,181,635 100.00 $ 39.37 I 
* Source: Michigan Statistical Abstract, Bureau of Business and Economic Research, 
Michigan State University, page 210; 1958. 
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Table 5. Total Bank Deposits for Michigan and the Eight Counties, June 30, 1956. 
1957 Population % Populatio Total Per Cent of Per Capita 
County (Estimate) is of State Deposits State Total Deposits 
Allegan 61,220 0.79 $ 27,619,000 0.36 $ 451 
Barry 32,400 0.42 15,447,000 0.21 477 
Ionia 41,550 0.53 22,938,000 0.30 552 
Kent 346,510 4.44 380,127,000 5.04 1097 
Montcalm 37,730 0.48 21,588,000 0. 29 572 
Muskegon 147,590 1. 89 99,764,000 L32 676 
Newaygo 25,550 0.33 12,557,000 0.17 491 
Ottawa 94,140 1. 21 73,061,000 0.97 776 
H-COVNTY TOTAL 786,690 10.08 $653,101,000 8.66 $ 830 
TOTAL FOR 
r-7 ,542,930 .ooo SEVENTH DISTRICT 7,803,000 100.00 100.00 $967 
Source: Michigan Statistical Abstract, Bureau of Business and Economic Research, 
Michigan State University, page 163; 1958. 
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Table 6. Retail Trade in Michigan and the Eight-County Area, 1948 and 1954. 
Sales Per Cent % Population %, 1954, 
County 1948 I 1954 Increase is of State Retail Sales 
($1000) 1948-54 Were of State 
Allegan $ 36,510 $ 42,198 15.6 0.79 0.52 
Barry 17,198 24,429 42.0 0.42 0.30 
Ionia 26,762 37,941 41. 7 0.53 0.46 
Kent 289,327 393,926 36.2 4.44 4.82 
Montcalm 27,666 34,734 25.5 0.48 0.43 
Muskegon 112,737 140,844 24.9 1. 89 1. 72 
Newaygo 13,572 17,896 31. 9 0.33 0.22 
Ottawa 61,751 84,086 36.2 1. 21 1.02 
8-COUNTY TOTA! $ 585,523 $ 776,054 32.5 10.08 9.50 
TOTAL FOR 
STATE $5,854,445 $8,167,632 39.5 100.0 100.00 
Source: Michigan Statistical Abstract, Bureau of Business and Economic Research, 
Michigan State University, page 142; 1958. 
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Table 7. Value Added to Goods by Manufacture for Michigan and the Eight Counties. 
1954 ($1000) 
Population % Population Value Per Cent of Value 
County (Es ti.mate) Was of State Added Total for Added per 
1954* State f'.r:1ni t-.r:1 
Allegan 52.090 0. 74 $ 25.821 0.30 $ 496 
Barry 28,910 0.41 17,976 0. 21 622 
Ionia 39,030 0.56 22,607 0.26 579 
Kent 321,680 4.58 454,194 5.22 1412 
Montcalm 33,140 0.47 27,108 0.31 818 
Muskegon 132,160 1. 89 186,973 2.15 1415 
Newaygo 23,940 (not included in total) n. a. 
- -
Ottawa 83,060 1.18 92,137 1.06 1109 
8-COUNTY TOTAL 690,070 9.80 $ 826,816 9.50 $ 1198 
STATE TOTAL 7,024,000 100.00 $8,707,194 100.00 $ 1240 
* Michigan Department of Health. 
n.a. Figures withheld to avoid disclosure of individual establishments. 
Source: Michigan Statistical Abstract, Bureau of Business and Economic Research, 
Michigan State University, page 120; 1958. 
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Table 8. Value of Agricultural Products Sold in Michigan and the Eight Counties, 
1954 ($1000). 
Population % Population Value of Farm Value as 
(Estimate) was of State Products Sold Per Cent Value 
County 1954* of Total per Capita 
for State 
Allegan 52,090 0.74 $ 18,346 3.37 $ 352 
Barry 28,910 0.41 7,055 1. 29 244 
Ionia 39,030 0.56 10,996 2.02 282 
Kent 321,680 4.58 16,165 2.97 50 
Montcalm 33,140 0.47 10,484 1. 92 316 
Muskegon 132,160 1. 89 4,052 0. 74 31 
Newaygo 23,940 0.34 5,950 1.09 249 
Ottawa 83,060 1.18 13,492 2.48 162 
8-COUNTY TOTAL 714,010 10. 20 $ 86,540 15.90 $ 121 
STATE TOTAL 7,024,000 100.00 $ 545,071 100.00 $ 78 
Source: Michigan Statistical Abstract, Bureau of Business and Economic Research, 
Michigan State University, page 87; 1958. 
* Michigan Department of Health 
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The analysis of sales tax collections shows that only Kent county had 
a per capita collection figure which was greater than the per capita for 
the state. In Kent county, 5.12 percent of the total sales tax collections 
of the state were collected. Kent county had, in 1957, 4.44 percent of the 
population of the state. Thus, Kent county was the only county, in the 
eight, in which the percentage of the state's total of sales tax collec-
tions was greater than the county population was of the total state popu-
lation. Simi.lady, the total collections for the eight counties was 9. 63 
percent of the total collected in the state, while the population of the 
eight counties was 10.08 percent of the state's total. 
The data on bank deposits show very much the same sort of condition 
(Table 5). Again, only Kent county had per capita collections greater than 
the per capita for. the state; only Kent county's proportion of bank deposits 
for the state was greater than its propottion of the state's population; 
and, the eight counties accounted for 8.66 percent of the state's bank 
deposits, while having slightly over 10 percent of the state's populati.on. 
The retail trade data of Table 6 also indicate the same condition 
existing. In addition, Table 6 shows the amount and percentage of increase 
in retail sales in each of the eight counties and the state of Michigan. 
During the period, 1948-54, retail sales rose 39.5 percent in the state; 
32.5 percent in the eight counties. Only Ionia and Barry counties showed 
increases greater than the all-state increase. 
On the factor of value added to goods by manufacture, the value added 
per capita for the eight counties is slightly under the per capita for the 
state as a whole. Only Kent and Muskegon counties show a per capita figure 
22 
greater than the per capita for the state. Thes two counties also 
accounted for a slightly larger percentage of the value added for the 
entire state than their population would indicate. 
On the factor of value of agricultural products sold, Table 8, the 
eight counties accounted for 15.9 percent of the state's total, while 
having only 10.2 percent of the state's population. The value per capita, 
$121, was considerably above the per capita value for the entire state. 
The data of these two tables indicate that all but Kent and Muskegon 
counties are more predominant in the value of agricultural products sold 
than in the value added to goods by manufacture. It should be kept in 
mind, however, that for the eight counties, the total value of agricul-
tural products sold was slightly over 86 million, while the value added 
to goods by manufacture was over 800 million. 
The main conclusion to be drawn from these tables is that there is 
considerable variation on factors of economy among the eight counties, 
with only Kent and Muskegon counties indicating values above the state 
averages. 
Data compiled by Sales Management on effective buying power, income 
levels, and a sales activity index for 1958 and 1959 show the same varia-
tion among the eight counties in this area (See Table 9, 10, and 11). In 
Table 11, the four large cities in this area, Grand Rapids, Muskegon, 
Holland, and Grand Haven, manifest a much higher index of sales activity 
than the average for the other cities listed in the report. On effective 
buying power and the percentage of income above $6,999, Grand Rapids and 
Holland are at a fairly good level. 
Table 9. Estimates of Population, Buying Power, and Income for Selected Cities in the Eight-County Area.* 
Population Effective Buying Effective Buying Per Cent of Income 
City 1/1/59 Power per Household Power per Capita Greater Than $6,999 
Grand Rapids 190,900 6175 1925 
Muskegon 51,100 5551 1727 
Holland 10,600 6080 1836 
Grand Haven 18,900 5260 1586 
-
All Michigan Cities 
in S.M.·k 4,586,400 6930 1990 
*Source: 1959 Survey of Buying Power, p. 430, Copr. 1959, Sales Management Survey of Buying Power, 
further reproduction not licensed. 
45.9 
38.1 
42.9 
35.9 
53.l 
N 
w 
Table 10. Estimates of Population, Buying Powe,·!. and Income for the Eight-County Area.* 
--· Population Urban Effective Buying I [Effective Buying I Per Cent of Income 
Countv 1/1/59 Population Income per Household Income per Capita Greater Than $6,999 
Allegan 52,000 12,000 4827 1420 
Barry 32,800 7,000 4701 1462 
Ionia 41,300 14,500 4501 1275 
Kent 348,000 260,900 6015 1837 
Montcalm 36,600 8,000 4525 1422 
Muskegon 147,900 99,900 5318 1578 
Newaygo 25,200 3,600 4478 1297 
Ottawa 93,900 38,700 5123 1511 
STATE TOTAL 7,892,900 5,450,900 6245 1810 
*Source: 
• ' 
1959 Survey of Buying Power, p. 430, Copr. 1959, Sales Management Survey of Buying Power, 
further reproduction not licenses. 
30.3 
31. 7 
26.3 
45.6 
25.4 
35.7 
25.8 
34.8 
48.3 
~ 
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Table 11. Index of Sales Activity for the Eight-Counties and Selected Cities, 1958*. 
Area Index 
Allegan 77 
Barry 68 
Ionia 80 
Kent 106 
Montcalm 92 
Muskegon 96 
Newaygo 70 
Ottawa 88 
Grand Rapids 155 
Muskegon 178 
Holland 173 
Grand Haven 185 
Michigan Cities in S.M. 133 
STATE TOTAL 100 
*Source: 1959 Survey of Buying Power, p. 430, Copr. 1959, 
Sales Management Survey of Buying Power, 
further reproduction not licensed. 
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For the individual counties in the group, the index of sales activity 
varies widely from 68 in Barry county to 106 in Kent. Actually, four of 
the counties have an index of 80 or below. This is to be compared with 
the index of 100 for the state. On effective buying, income, and percent-
age cf income above $6,999, Kent, Muskegon, and Ottawa counties are above 
$5,000 and 34 percent respectively. It should be noted that none of the 
counties actually equals or excels the figures on buying income and per-
centage of incomes above $6,999 for the state as a whole. 
One final basis for judging business and economic trends in this area 
is given in Table 12 and in Figure 2. In Table 12 are given three economic 
indexes for the state of Michigan and for Grand Rapids and Muskegon for the 
past eight years. Figure 2 shows the Business Activity index in graphical 
form. 
It is again evident that, except for the general dip indicated for 
1958, the state Business Activity index has continued steadily upward. The 
index for Grand Rapids has also kept pace with this upward trend, while the 
index for Muskegon has moved upward, but at not quite the same rate. 
To recapitulate briefly, although the general statistics indicate con-
tinued economic strength of the state of Michigan, analyses of the data for 
individual counties in the area being studied reveal wide variations on the 
criteria cited. It is interesting to note here a point which will be dis-
cussed later, that the counties in this area now supporting public or private 
colleges are generally the ones with the relatively high economic indexes. 
rhe Russell Report on Higher Education in Michigan also established the 
fact that the counties without any institutions of higher learning were 
I I I 
1 1959 (March) 1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 1955 1956 1957 1958 
Business Activity Index 
Michigan 116.0 118. 7 123.4 152.6 147.8 174.1 179.0 180.5 168.1 185.0 
Grand Rapids 99.6 113.9 113. 2 124. 3 130.4 156.2 163.9 163.2 161. 8 174.4 
Muskegon 100.0 109. 8 112 .1 130.1 122.7 135.1 141.7 143.0 136.0 142.5 
Retail Sales Index 
Michigan 115.6 124.8 126.9 145.2 143. 5_ 160.1 161.2 163.3 157.0 168.2 
Grand Rapids 113.9 122.9 121. 6 135.3 140.9 153.6 159.3 157.9 154.8 171. 6 
Muskegon l0/L9 118.9 121.9 134.2 133.9 147.7 157.7 156. 9 151.9 162.3 
Bank Debits Index 
Michigan 119. 5 136.2 137.8 167.9 164.0 192. 7 204.5 212.3 200.3 221.5 
Grand Rapids 113.4 130.8 126.0 136.8 143.8 172.9 187.3 192. 0 192.4 208.6 
Muskegon 103.1 126. 0 124. 8 143.2 135.3 149. 6 162.0 168.2 162.1 170.4 
Note: Calculated from data furnished by Michigan State University Bureau of Business and Economic Research. 
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the ones with the lower percentages of college-age youth attending college. 
Whatever the direction of cause and effect may be, the fact remains that 
if we wish to encourage larger numbers of students to attend college and 
make the opportunity for a higher education available, the institutions 
must be located within reasonable distances to the youth of the state. 
One answer to the provision of post-high school educational oppor-
tunity lies in the establishment of conununity colleges. This, however, 
presupposes an economy capable of supporting such an institution at the 
local level. One might actually raise the question whether more than two 
or three of these eight counties would be in a position to support, ade-
quately, conununity colleges within their borders. But, the Director of 
the Study wishes to emphasize the point that local inability to support a 
college is not to be used as a basis for denying the opportunity to the 
young people of the area. 
CHAPTER III 
Population and School and College Enrollment Characteristics 
of Michigan and the Eight~County Area 
Probably the most important criterion to be considered in the deter-
mination of need for higher educational facilities is the number of young 
people to be served by these facilities at any given time. This involves 
the making of estimates of the number of college~age youth at the national, 
state, and local levels. And, the making of estimates of college-age 
populations, especially for geographical areas smaller than the individual 
states, proves to be a particularly difficult process. But, even after 
estimates of college-age youth have been made, it is apparent that some 
conclusions have to be reached regarding the percentage of these youth 
who will actually be seeking education beyond the high school. In this 
report, the term.s"college" and "higher education" refer to institutions 
offering education beyond the high school, which are listed in the U. S. 
Office of Education Directory of Higher Education. 
A $econd approach to the pr@blem, and perhaps a more accurate one, 
if the complete data were available, would be to make projections of high 
school graduates, and then make estimates as to the percentage of these 
youth who would be going on to c@llege. Unfortunately, although data on 
high school graduates are available, data regarding the percentage of these 
youth who have gone @n are generally lacking. In fact, data on the per-
centages of college-age youth who go on to college, for smaller areas than 
the nation and the individual states, are also lacking except in those 
30 
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cases where special surveys have been made. Special surveys in certain 
states have also made data available on the percentage of high school 
graduates who go on to college. 
For the purposes of this study, projections of college-age youth, 
high school graduates, and potential college attenders have been made by 
the Director of the Study. These projections have been calculated using 
insurance survival tables, empirical school survival data for the state 
of Michigan, and other pertinent factors. 
Population trends and projections for the state of Michigan and for 
the individual counties in the area are also presented. Such projections 
are prepared by several state organizations. The projections of state and 
county populations used here were obtained through the Michigan Department 
of Health and Dr. J. F. Thaden of Michigan State University. 
Table 13 summarizes the population projections made by Dr. Thaden l 
for the state of Michigan and the eight counties in this study. According 
to the data of this table, the population increase of the eight counties, 
between 1957 and 1970, will be about 28.0 percent. For the state as a 
whole it will be 29.9 percent. In other words, the rate of increase for 
the eight counties will be only slightly lower than the rate of increase 
for the entire state. 
Another factor which is clear from this table is that the rates of 
increase for the individual counties will vary considerably. For example, 
1 J. F. Thaden, Population Growth Components and P9tential in Michigan, 
Institute for Community Development and Services, Michigan State University, 
1958 
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Table 13. Michigan and 8-County Population Growth and Projections, 1940-70. 
% 
County 1940 1950 1957 1965 1970 Increase 
(1) (1) (1) 1957-1970 
Allegan 41,839 47,493 61,882 73,600 83,800 35.4 
Barry 22,613 26,183 32,400 37,700 42,400 30.9 
Ionia 35,710 38,158 41,550 43,400 46,000 10.7 
Kent 246,338 288,292 346,510 395,500 439,500 26.8 
Montcalm 28,581 31,013 37,730 43,500 48,600 28.8 
Muskegon 94,501 121,545 147,590 169,600 189,200 28.2 
Newaygo 19,286 21,567 25,550 27,500 30,000 17.4 
Ottawa 59,660 73,751 94,140 112,500 127,800 36.8 
Total 548,528 648,002 786,690 903,300 1,007,300 28.0 
State of 
Michigan 5,256,000 6,372,000 7,803,000 9,150,000 10,133,000 29.9 
Per Cent 8 
Counties Are 
of the State 10.4 10.2 10.1 9.9 9.9 .. 
(1) Thaden, J. F., Michigan State University. 
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the estimates for Ionia county call for an increase in population of only 
10.7 percent, while Ottawa county should experience an increase of 36.8 
percent. 
The factor of migration is one which is generally difficult to cope 
with in making population projections for any area. Some idea of the 
contributions which the factor of migration has had on the eight counties 
of the area, as well as the state of Michigan, may be had from the data 
in Table 14. These data are for the period 1950-57, and are also obtained 
from information provided by Dro Thaden. 
For the state as a whole, in-migration accounted for 36.4 percent 
of the population increase which occurred during the 1950-57 period. For 
the eight counties, in-migration accounted for 32.4 percent of the increase, 
only slightly less than the rate for the state. Only one of the eight 
counties experienced a net out=migration during this period. That county 
was Ionia. In three of the counties, Allegan, Barry, and Montcalm, over 
half of the population increase was accounted for by in-migration. 
This table also summarizes the numerical and percentage population 
change which ~ccurred in each of the eight counties during the 1950-57 
period. During this period, the population o.f the state increased by 
25.9 percent, while the eight counties experienced an increase of 25.3 
percent. The county that recorded the largest percentage of increase 
was Ottawa with 34.2 percent. 
One might speculate, quite reasonably, regarding the effects that 
in-migration, resulting from such factors as the St. Lawrence Seaway and 
the increasing diversification of industry in several parts of these 
Table 14, 
County 
Allegan 
Barry 
Ionia 
Kent 
Montcalm 
Muskegon 
Newaygo 
Ottawa 
Total 
State of 
Michigan 
Per Cent 8 
Counties are 
of State 
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Estimates of Net In-Migration for Michigan and the 8-County Area, 
1~50 ... 57 (*). 
Population Per Cent Net % Change 
Change Increase Migration Due to 
1950-57 1950-57 Migration 
13,727 32. 8 7,704 56.1 
6,217 27.5 3,599 57.9 
3,392 9.5 -707 -20.8 
58,218 23. 6 14,972 28.7 
6,717 23. 5 3,694 55.0 
26,045 27.6 5,416 20.8 
3,983 20.7 1,570 39.4 
20,389 34.2 8,673 42.5 
138,688 25.3 44,921 32.4 
-
--
-- -
1,431,234 25.9 520,654 36.4 
9.7 
- 8.6 -
-
(*) Thaden, J. F., Michigan State University. 
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eight counties, may have on the projected population figureso In the 
opinion of the Director of the Study, these two factors, in addition to 
others, should be responsible for at least the same level of in-migration 
in this area as has occurred in the past decade. As a matter of fact, if 
the cities of Grand Rapids, Holland, Muskegon, and Grand Haven can encourage 
industrial diversification and the establishment of new industry and busi-
ness, the in~migration factor may rise well above the general state average, 
not to speak of the positive effect that this would have on the stability 
of local economy. 
Projections of College-Age Youth 
In this section, projections of college-age youth (18-21 year olds) 
for the eight-county area are made for the years 1965, 1970, and 1975. 
Such projections should provide fairly realistic bases for estimating 
the need for additional college facilities to serve the increasing num-
bers of youth in this area. The qualification should again be made that, 
like other projections of populations, these projections must be considered 
simply as approximate indicators ~f the level of population increases. It 
is clear that the projections are based on several assumptions that could 
well change during the next decade or two. It should be noted that in making 
the projecti©ns of college=age youth, the factor of in-or-out-migration is 
not included in the computations, although, as was pointed out above, this 
cannot be dismis$ed as an unimportant affector of population increases in 
this area. From the data presented, it may be concluded, however, that 
if anything, this area would be one of net in-migration, thus making the 
projections conservative estimates. 
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One method of estimating the college-age population of this area is 
to utilize the figures of general population projections which have been 
made for the state of Michigan and for the eight-county area in a "constant 
percentage" relationship with projections of college-age youth which have 
been made for the state. Figures for the state and county projections 
have been calculated by Dr. Thaden; projections of college=age youth for 
the entire state have been made by Dr. John Dale Russell for the Michigan 
Legislative Committee on Higher Education. 
Table 15 presents the data on general population figures for the 
state and the eight counties with the college-age youth projections for 
the state for the years 1965 and 1970. The number of college-age youth 
for the eight-county area, then, is calculated by noting that the 18-21 
year old group for the state is a certain percentage of the total popula-
tion. Assuming that the 18-21 year old group in the eight-county area 
will also be this same percentage of the general population of the eight 
counties, we obtain the estimates of college-age youth for the eight 
counties as shown in the table. 
For example, the projection of general population for the state is 
9,380,000; the Russell Report projected the number of college-age youth 
for that year to be 494,476. This latter figure was 5.27 percent of the 
total population of the state. Now, the projected population for the 
eight-county area for 1965 is 903,300. Assuming that the number of college-
age youth in the eight-county area will be the same percentage of the 
general population in this area as it will be in the state, namely 5.27 
percent, a' simple multiplication yields the projections of 47,603 
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Table 15. Population and College-Age Youth Trends and Projections for Michigan 
and the Eight-County Area*. 
1940 1950 1955 1957 1965 
Michigan 5,256,000 6,372,000 7,326,000 7,803,000 9,380,000 
No. of 18-21 
year olds 339,441 351,356 329,135 347,882 494,476 
Percentage of 
State Population 6.45 5.51 4.49 4.45 5.27 
8-County 
Population 548,528 648,002 736,640 786,690 903,300 
18-21 year olds 
in Eight-
County Area 35,380 35,704 33,075 35,007 47,603 
* Based on data supplied by Dr. J. F. Thaden and the Reports of the Survey 
of Higher Education in Michigan, 1958. 
1970 
10,483,000 
624,995 
5.96 
1,007,300 
60,035 
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college-age youth for the eight-county area for 1965. This same procedure 
yields a figure of 60,035 college-age youth for 1970. 
Calculations using data for one of the later reports of the Michigan 
survey of Higher Education 2 lead to the conclusion that these estimates 
of college-age youth for this eight-county area are probably much too 
conservative. Specifically, the estimate of college-age youth for 1955 
is given in Table 15 as 329,135. The computations in Staff Study No. 2 
yielded the figure of 347,791 which would be 4.75 percent of the state 
population for that year. This, in turn, would yield 34,999 college-age 
youth for the eight-county area. However, the actual figures for college-
age youth in each of the eight counties reported in Staff Study No. 2 
totals to 37,173. One must conclude, then, that the constant percentage 
method appears to have limitations in its application to this eight-county 
area. Also, projections in a number of other states indicate that the 
percentage that college~age youth are of the total state population would 
be more nearly equal to 7 percent rather than the 5.27 and 5.96 percent 
shown in Table 15. 
For these reasons, and in an attempt to provide more reliable and 
realistic estimates, this study utilized current data on births and of 
the state school census to make the estimates of college-age youth for 
the state of Mi~higan and the eight=county area shown in Table 16. By 
using birth and school census data with insurance survival tables, more 
current estimates can be made. 
2 
John Dale Russell, Geographic Origins of Michigan College Students, 
Staff Study No. 2. p. 12 
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Table 16. Projections of College-Age Youth for Michigan and the Eight-County 
Area for 1965. 
Michigan Eight-County Area 
Age Number Age Number Age Number Age Number 
Group in 1955 Group in 1965 Groun in 1955 Groun in 196li 
8-year 18-year 8-year 18-year 
olds 163,904 olds 162,741 olds 17,325 olds 17,202 
9-year 19-year 9..;year 19-year 
lds 119,523 olds 118,599 olds 12,938 olds 12,838 
10-year 20-year 10-year 20-year 
olds 119,018 olds 118,012 olds 12,928 olds 12,818 
11-year 21-year 11-year 21-year 
olds 122,488 olds 121,353 olds 13,101 olds 12,979 
TOTALS: 
8-11 18-21 8-11 1a..,21 
year year year year 
olds 524,933 olds 520,705 olds 56,292 olds 55,837 
-
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Table 16 shows the number of 8-11 year olds in the state of Michigan 
and in the eight-county area for 1955. Based on the survival rates for 
the United States population (1949-51) found in the Life Insurance Fact 
Book - 1959, estimates of 18-21 year olds for 1965 are given in Column 2 
for the state and in Column 4 for the eight-county area. It should be 
pointed out that the figure of 520,705 college-age youth estimated for 
1965 is about 26,000 greater than the estimate made in the 1958 Michigan 
Survey of Higher Education. The discussion presented earlier in this 
report indicates why the figure of 520,705 appears to be a more reason-
able one. This table also shows the estimate of college-age youth for 
the eight-county area to be 55,837 for 1965. 
The projections of 18-21 year olds for the eight-county area for 
1970 are shown in Table 17. The calculations are based on the number of 
0-4 year olds in each of the eight counties in 1952. For the entire eight-
county area, the projection is for a total of 63,314 college-age youth in 
1970. Of this total, 44.7 percent are accounted for by Kent county alone, 
and the counties of Kent, Ottawa and Muskegon would account for 76.7 percen1 
of the total. Table 18 presents a projection of the number of college-age 
youth for the state of Michigan in 1970. 
Projections of college-age youth for 1975 are given in Table 19 for 
the state of Michigan, and in Table 20 for each of the eight counties in 
this area. The projections of Table 19 are based on the number of 0-4 
year olds in 1957; the data of Table 20 are also based on the number of 
0-4 year olds in 1957. Again the survival rates given in the Life InsurancE 
Fact Book - 1959 were used in these calculations. 
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Table 17. Projection of College-Age Youth for the Eight-County Area - 1970. 
Number of Number of Per Cent 
County 0-4 yr. olds 18-21 yr. olds of Total 
in 1952 in 1970 18-21 yr.olds 
-
Allegan 5,666 4,432 7.0 
Barry 2,911 2,279 3.6 
Ionia 4,362 3,419 5.4 
Kent 35,946 28,300 44.7 
Montcalm 3,338 2,596 4.1 
Muskegon 15,904 12,474 19.7 
Newaygo 2,564 2,026 3.2 
Ottawa 9,870 7,788 12. 3 
Totals: 80,561 63,314 100.0 
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Table 18. Projection of College-Age Youth in Michigan for 1970. 
Number of 18-21 Year 
Age Number in 1952 Olds in 1970 
4 152,337 150,032 
3 151,546 149,274 
2 149,867 148,049 
l 154,493 147,867 
Total: 608,243 595,222 
Table 19, Projection of College-Age Youth in Michigan for 1975. 
Number of 18-21 Year 
Age Number in 1957 Olds in 1975 
4 178,612 175,678 
3 183,609 175,979 
2 186,508 183,564 
1 182,037 174,038 
Total: 730,766 709,259 
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Table 19 shows an estimate of approximately 709,259 college-age 
youth in the state of Michigan by 1975. The data of Table 20 indicate 
that the eight-county area should anticipate approximately 72,500 college-
age youth by 1975. It should be noted again that the concentration of 
these youth would be in the counties of Kent, Muskegon, and Ottawa. 
Table 21 summarizes the estimates for the state and for the eight-
county area. Also shown are the percentages that the college-age popula-
tion would be of the total population. Thus, in 1970, the 595,222 
college-age youth of the state would be 5.87 percent of the total 
projected population. For 1970, in the eight-county area, the 63,314 
college-age youth would be 6.29 percent of the estimated population of 
that area. Finally, also given are the percentages that the college-age 
youth projections for the eight-county area are of the total college-age 
population projections for the state. These figures indicate a definite 
rise in the percentage that college-age youth will be of the total popu-
lation during the coming two decades. These projections also indicate 
a generally steady level in the percentage that the college-age youth 
of the eight-county area are of the college-age population of the state. 
High School Graduate Populations 
Another very useful basis for obtaining trends in college enroll-
ments can be found in data regarding the number of high school graduates 
during the next fifteen or twenty years. Estimates of these figures 
coupled with estimates of the percentage of high school graduates who 
are and may be seeking post-high school education, provide another source 
of information on college enrollment projections. 
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Table 20. Projections of College-Age Youth in the Eight-County Area for 1975. 
Number of Number of 
County 0-4 yr. olds 18-21 yr. olds 
in 1957 in 1975 
Allegan 6,987 5,220 
Barry 3,007 2,247 
Ionia 4,854 3,625 
Kent 43,625 32,697 
Montcalm 4,136 3,117 
Muskegon 19,048 14,282 
Newaygo 2,832 2,102 
Ottawa 12,194 9,135 
Total: 96,683 72,500 
Table 21. Percentag_e That College-Age Youth Wi 11 Be of Total Population in Michigan and 8-County Area. 
Michigan 
-
I 8-County Area 
1957 I 1965 1970 1975 1957 1965 1970 
Total Population 7,803,000 9,150,000 10,133,000 -- 786,690 903,300 1,007,300 
i( 
College-Age Population 520,705 595,222 55,837 63,314 
347,882 494,476 624,955 709,300 37,137 55,837 63,314 
Percentage College-Age 
is of Total Population* 4.46 5.69 5.87 -- 4. 72 6.18 6.29 
5.40 6.17 
Percentage 8-County College-
Age is of State College-Age 10.68 10. 72 10.64 
11. 29 10.13 
* Two estimates and two corresponc:~.ng percentages are given for 1965 and 1975. 
1975 
--
72,500 
--
10.22 
+:-
1.Jl 
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Table 22 summarizes the end-of-the-year public school enrollments 
in the various grades in the eight-county area. These data were obtained 
from the Michigan Department of Public Instruction. From this table, one 
must conclude that the public school enrollments of this area, as through-
out the state, are rising rapidly. Where in 1950 there were only 10,434 
children in kindergarten, there were 17,234 in kindergarten in 1958. That 
represents an increase of about 65 percent in an eight-year period .. A 
similar observation can be made with respect to the 12th grade enrollments 
in the eight-county area. These rose from 4,698 in 1950 to a total of 
6,328 in 1958, representing an increase of about 35 percent. These rapid 
increases in the elementary school and the high school will certainly be 
reflected in college-going youth in the near future. 
Using data for the state of Michigan, each of the eight counties 
in the study, and school-survival rates for the state, it is possible 
to make projections of 12th grade enrollments for the state and each 
of the counties. The trends and projections of these data are shown in 
Table 23. Based on first-grade enrollments for 1953 and 1958, and assum-
ing a 61 percent survival rate, the state of Michigan should have about 
75,317 12th grade students in 1965 and approximately 91,960 in 1970 in its 
public schools. It should be recognized that these figures probably 
represent a conservative estimate for this group. 
For the individual counties, it appears that Kent, Muskegon, and 
Ottawa will experience the large enrollment increases. For the eight 
counties as a group, using the 1st grade enrollments for 1953 and 1958, 
the estimates of the 12th grade enrollments total 7,214 for 1965, and 
Table 22. End-of-Year School Enrollments for the Eight Counties, 1950-58* (Public Schools Only). 
---Grade---
' I ' Year K 1 2 j 4 5 6 I 7 8 9 10 11 
I 
1950 10,434 11,107 10,060 · 9~416 8,800 8,380 
I 
8,219; 
I 
8,062 7,715 7,102 6,019 5,120 · 
1951 10,815 10,830 10,910 10,302 9,736 8,981 8,680 8,404 8,077 7,525 6,320 5,130 
1952 12,432 10,673 10,584 10,826 10,129 9,539 9,055 8,628 8,532 7,474 6,624 5,368 
1953 15,357 12,029 10,523 10,477 10,775 10,176 9,430 8,944 8,404 7,928 6,719 5,698 
1954 14,603 14,743 11,721 10,452 10,416 10,753 10,105 9,566 8,691 8,048 7,119 5,804 
1955 15,426 14,000 14,297 11,597 10,409 10,284 10,667 10,265 9,301 8,413 7,273 6,282 
1956 15,383 14,615 13,630 14,221 11,475 10,398 10,237 10,801 9,984 8,894 7,717 6,305 
1957 16,718 14,529 14,175 13,517 13,892 11,299 10,336 10,386 10,479 9,827 8,264 6,757 
1958 17,234 15,464 13,936 13,973 13,253 13,656 11,168 10,513 10,111 10,351 9,126 7,497 
* Department of Public Instruction. 
12 
4,698 
4,752 
4,780 
5,038 
5,261 
5,362 
5,697 
5,790 
6,328 
% of 
Increase 
in 12th 
Graders 
Over Pre-
vious Yr. 
-
1.2 
o.6 
5.4 
4.4 
1.9 
6.2 
1.6 
9.3 
(~) 
+ 
---.:] 
Table 23. !~ends and Projections of 12th Grade Enrollments in Michigan and the Ei ht-Count A~ea 1950-70 Public a 
Parochial . 
1950 1951 1952 1953 1954 
I 
! 
Michigan 54,121 52,075 53,436 56,115 ! 57,802 
I 
i 
i 
Allegan 304 346 366 359 l 433 ! 
! Barry 256 250 287 264 ! 299 ! 
I Ionia 347 337 322 320 I 326 
Kent 2,551 2,529 2,473 2,676 I 2,820 
l 
' I I Montcalm 445 379 401 414 i 438 I 
Muskegon 979 968 1,003 975 ' 1,044 I
I 
Newaygo 233 225 202 229 I 2551 I 
I Ottawa 679 718 725 819 I 797 I 
1 
i I 
I j 
~ t 
, . I ~ I 
Total Eight-County 5,794 5,752 5,779 f 6,056 6,412 I 
i I i ! Per Cent of State 10.7 11.0 10.8 ; 10.8 i 11.1 I 
I I i - -
(1) 61% survival of 1st graders. 
I 
1955 1956 1957 
60 974 66,168 66,586 
413 476 428 
294 324 293 
346 374 348 
2,829 3,039 3,187 
440 489 470 
1,146 1,186 1,263 
247 258 257 
943 952 1,019 
6,658 7_098 7,265 
-
10.9 10. 7 10.9 
1958 19651 
·-
70,835 100,994 
497 574 
322 317 
385 403 
3,388 3,195 
537 409 
1,401 1,669 
284 301 
1,091 993 
7,905 9,168 
11.2 9.1 
I 
'" ,. 
19701 
113,054 
864 
386 
492 
5,341 
530 
2,294 
378 
1,587 
-
11,872 
10.5 
.i::--
00 
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9,290 for 1970, However, using school survival rates on current 4th and 
5th grade students in this area, these estimates would be 8,828 and 10,592 
respectively. Most probably, then, the eight-county area should experience 
an increase in 12th grade enrollment of 55 to 65 percent by 1970. There 
could very well be a doubling of 12th grade enrollees by 1975. 
College Enrollment Projections 
As was indicated above, the projection of numerical levels of the 
youth who will be seeking education beyond the high school is basic in 
drawing conclusions about needed facilities for higher education in the 
state of Michigan. It must also be re-emphasized that the projections 
of college enrollments which are made, carry with them a variety of 
assumptions which underscore the need to consider these projections as 
tentative and approximate. 
In the present study, the projections of college enrollments for 
Michigan and for the eight-county area are based on the analysis of (1) 
projected college-age youth and (2) projected estimates of the number of 
high school graduates in our high schools. There are, of course, certain 
limitations in both of these methods. In talking about data related to 
the percentage of college-age youth who have attended institutions of 
higher education from any given state, one finds that the data fail to 
distinguish, in the totals given as enrollments for the state, students 
who are attending within their home state from those attending there 
from out-of-state. In other words, a state may report 120,000 college-
age youth, and that their present enrollments in higher education are 
50 
60,000. This would yield a figure of 50 percent of their college-age 
youth as attending. However, the calculations fail to account for the 
number of their youth attending out of state, or the number of out-of-
state youth attending in the state and thus being counted in the 60,000. 
In the state of Michigan the number of students attending our 
colleges from out of state, and the number of our youth attending 
colleges in other states has been nearly equal. Thus, very little 
error is introduced when these computations are made using total insti-
tutional enrollments and estimates of college-age youth for the state 
as a whole. 
Complex problems are also encountered in using data on percentages 
of high school graduates who go on to college. The main problem is that 
not enough carefully collected data are available on the problem of the 
percent of high school graduates attending colleges. Also, relating high 
school graduates for any given four-year period carries with it the problem 
of including in the actual college enrollments students who graduated from 
high schools outside of this one period and the students who have dropped 
out of college. 
In Table 24 are given data summarizing college-age and college 
enrollment figures for the state of Michigan. The actual figures for 
the years 1940, 1950, 1955, and 1957 indicate a definite increase in 
the percentage of college-age youth of Michigan who attended higher 
educational institutions. The most recent computation, for 1957, would 
indicate that college enrollments are almost 40 percent of the college-age 
youth of Michigan. So, not only are college enrollments increasing 
Table 24. College Enrollments and Projections of College Enrollees for Michigan (As Percentages of College-Age). 
1940 1950 1955 1957 
College-Age 
in Michigan 339,441 351,356 329,135 347,882 
College Enroll-
ments in Michigan 
Colleges and 
Universities 52,815 94,723 119,833 137,504 
Per Cent of 
College-Age 15.6 27.0 36.4 39.4 
1970( l) 1970( 2) 
(a) (b) 
College-Age 
in Michigan 624,995 624,995 
College Enroll-
ments in Michigan 
Colleges and 
Universities 246,232 281,247 
Per Cent of 
College-Age 39. 4 45.0 
(1) 
(2) 
The lower of two college-age estimates. 
The higher of two college-age estimates. 
(c) (d) 
595,222 595,222 
234,517 267,849-
39.4 45.0 
I 
1965(1) 1965 <2) 
(a) (b) (c) (d) 
494,476 494,476 520,705 520,705 
194,824 217,075 205,157 228,589 
39.4 43.9 39. 4 43.9 
1975(l) 1975( 2) 
(a) (b) 
709,300 709,300 
279,464 319,185 
39 .4 45.0 
VI 
I'-' 
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numerically, but there has been a definite increase in the percentage of 
college-age youth attending colleges and universities in the state of 
Michigan. 
Several different projections of college enrollments are given in 
Table 24. For 1965, two estimates of college-age youth are used, 494,476 
as the lower estimate and 520,705 as the higher of two estimates made in 
this study, Then, for each of these two estimates, two different rates 
of attendance are used. One assumption made is that the percentage of 
college-age youth attending in 1965 will be equal to the percentage 
attending in 1957. The other assumption is that the percentage will have 
increased by then to 43.9 percent. This would assume an increase in the 
rate of attendance to be about 0.5 percent per year for the next eight 
years, a very reasonable assumption to make. 
For the lower estimate of college-age youth, the calculations yield 
194,824 college enrollees in Michigan in 1965 if we assume 39.4 percent 
attending, and 217,075 if we assume 43,9 percent attending. Using the 
estimate of 520,705 college-age youth, we obtain 205,157 college enrollees 
if we assume 39.4 percent attending, and 228,589 college enrollees if we 
assume 43.9 percent of the college-age attending. 
For 1970, using the college-age projection of 624,995, there would 
be 246,232 college enrollees if we assume 39.4 percent of the college-age 
group attending; we obtain an estimate of 281,247 college enrollees if the 
percentage of college-age attending would be 45.0. Using the other estimate 
of projected college-age population -- 595,222 -- we obtain a projected 
college enrollment of 234,517 assuming 39.4 percent of the college-age 
53 
in attendance, and the total of 267,849 college enrollees if we assume 
45.0 percent of the college-age group in attendance. 
For the year 1975, two projections of college enrollments are made, 
one is, based on the college enrollments being 39.4 percent of the college-
age population; the other is made on the assumption that college enrollments 
will be 45.0 percent of the college-age population. In the first instance, 
we obtain an estimate of 279,464 college enrollees; in the second instance 
we obtain a total of 319,18~ college enrollees for the state of Michigan. 
It should be emphasized here that these estimates make certain assump-
tion about the percentage that college enrollments in Michigan will be of 
the college-age population of Michigan. As was indicated above, this per-
centage has been increasing rather steadily for Michigan during the past 
decade or two. It seems most realistic, in the opinion of the Director of 
the Study, to assume that the percentage of college-age youth attending 
colleges and universities will not rise beyond the 45.0 percent level by 
1975. 
In addition to the numerical increase of college enrollees in propor-
tion to the number of 18-21 year olds, there are at least two factors 
which can contribute to an apparent increase in the percentage of college-
age youth attending college the way the figure is calculated at present. 
First, the total number of college enrollees in a state should exclude 
the out-of-state students attending in the state and include the state 
students who are attending out-of-state. Secondly, the numerator, 
typically given as representing college enrollments and then divided 
by the number of college-age youth (18-21 year olds), includes an 
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increasing number of students who are beyond the age of 21, especially 
in institutions offering an expanding graduate program. 
These limitations, though real, are not quite as disabling as they 
may seem at first. If the aim is to project the number of college en-
rollees in a given state, neither one of these factors mentioned should 
be eliminated from the computations, for certainly, expansions in graduate 
programs will continue as will, in all likelihood, higher educational 
service to out-of-state students. 
What the percentage of college-age youth actually attending college 
will be is very much open to further study. In a recent survey by Elmo 
Roper and Associates, conducted for the Ford Foundation, a nation-wide 
sampling was made of parents' expectations with regard to their children 
going to college. As part of the present survey, a similar study was 
made of parents and high school students in the eight-county area. 
The Roper Survey was conducted in April of 1959, and covered the 
entire United States. It included a sample of 5,000 heads of households. 
Included in this sample were families with a total of 6,295 children 
under 18 years of age, and not in college, For this entire group, the 
respondents indicated that 29 percent of the children were "definitely 
expected to go to college." For another 40 percent, the parents said 
their children "will probably go to college. 11 In other words, the per-
centage of youth under 18 expected to go to college "definitely 11 or 
"probably 11 is 69. A realistic estimate, then, would seem to be some-
where between 35 and 45 percent who would actually go on to college. 
It must be remembered that these responses referred to all youth below 
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the age of 18, representing a variety of economic levels, and a wide 
range of abilities. 
In a recent publication3 the Research Division of the National 
Education Association presented data showing that the college enroll-
ments for 1958 were 38.6 percent of the 18-21 year old population. 
Furthermore, where in 1950 the median of schooling for individuals 25 
years or older was 9.3 years, they are estimating that by 1960 this 
will be 10.8 years; by 1970 it will be 12.0 years; and by 1980 the 
median schooling completed by individuals 25 years and older will be 
12.2 years. One interpretation of these figures is that, since these 
are medians, at least one-half of the individuals 25 years or older 
will have started in post-high school education of some sort by 1970. 
Taking the results of the Roper Survey into account, the results 
of several other studies of college attendance in Minnesota, Wisconsin, 
and other states, and the estimates of the National Education Association: 
it seems reasonable to make the following projections of college enrolleef 
in the state of Michigan for 1965, 1970, and 1975. 
In Table 25, two estimates are given for each of the years. The 
lower of the two estimates for each of the three years represents the 
calculation based on a slightly lower number of college-age youth pro-
jected for those years, and on the assumption that during those years, 
3 National Education Association, Research Bu_ll_etin, October 1959 
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Table 25. Projections of College Enrollees for the State of Michigan, 1965-1975. 
Projected Number of Percentage that Number of 
Year College-Age College Enrollments are College 
Youth of College-Age Youth Enrollees 
1965 494,000 39 192,600 
1965 520,000 43 223,600 
1970 600,000 39 234,000 
1970 625,000 45 281,200 
1975 710,000 39 277,000 
1975 710,000 45 319,500 
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the college enrollments in the state of Michigan will continue to be about 
39 percent of the college-age youth. The higher of each of the two estimates 
is based on a somewhat higher projection of college-age youth and the assump-
tion that the percentage that college enrollments are of college-age youth 
will rise to 43 percent in 1965 and to 45 percent for 1970 and 1975. 
In Table 25, then, we are projecting the number of college enrollees 
for Michigan to be between 192,000 and 223,600 for 1965; between 234,000 
and 281,200 for 1970; and between 277,000 and 319,500 for 1975. 
College Enrollment Projections for the Eight-County Area 
Usin& College-Age Projections 
Using the approach described above for projecting college enrollments 
for the state of Michigan, estimates of college enrollments that can be 
expected from the eight-county area are made in Table 26. The estimates 
of college-age youth for the eight-county area are taken from Table 21 
as they were calculated for this report. In Table 26, four projections 
are made for 1965, and two each for 1970 and 1975. 
The actual enrollments for 1955, for the eight-county area, showed 
a total of 9,842 enrollees from a group of 37,137 college-age youth. This 
was 26.5 percent of the total college-age youth. It must be pointed out 
that the perce~tage of college-age youth attending college from each of 
the eight counties differs noticeably from one county to the other. 
Table 27 presents data taken from the Russell Report on the percentage 
of college-age youth attending colleges in Michigan. These data are for 
1955. For example, the enrollments in Michigan colleges from the eight-
county area were 24.1 percent of the college-age total for that year. 
Table 26 College Enrol lmE'n'" c; ,rnd Project ion.s of _Colleg~_Enro l lees _for _r he Eight -_County Area_ - _(As P2n::ent ~es 
of Coll~ge·Age P'2_Eu1ation) __ 
·----·------T---------------·--· --------------- ---------· --· --- -·--.. --·---- -· ···--------------- -1955 1965 
College-Age 
College Enrollees in 
Michigan Colleges and 
Universities 
Per Cent of College-Age 
College-Age 
College Enrollees in 
Michigan Colleges and 
Universities 
Per Cent of College-Age 
----------·---~--·--(a) ____ T _____ (b) --T--·-( c) ··--,----(d) ------------------·-------
37,137 
J, 842 
26,5 
55,837 
1/i, 19 7 
26, 5 
55,837 
16,75J 
30.0 
,___ ______ ..._ _________ __.___ 
55,831 
19,542 
35.0 
1970 1970 --1 1975 1975 
... < a) --r -~-_j ____ _J_a)_~ ·1 ==~·----
63,320 
18,996 
30.0 
63,320 
2.5,328 
40.0 
72,500 
21,750 
30.0 
72,500 
2.9,000 
40,0 
55,837 
22.,334 
40.0 
______ ____, ______________ ...:,.__________ . ·-------
V, 
00 
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Table 27. Colle~-Age Population and Percentage that Students from Each County 
Attending College in Michigan are of the College-Age Population of 
the Eight Counties*: 
County 
Allegan 
Barry 
Ionia 
Kent 
Montcalm 
Muskegon 
Newaygo 
Ottawa 
Total: 
* Russell, John Dale. 
Staff Study No. 2. 
Estimated Number Percentage of 
College-Age Attending College 
Population, 1955 in Michi~an 
2,882 485 
1,691 267 
2,301 394 
15,287 4,481 
1,994 327 
7,146 1,548 
1,510 196 
4,326 1,250 
37,137 8,948 
Geographic Origins of Michig~n College Students, 
1958. 
College-Age 
Ponulation 
16.8 
15.8 
17.1 
29.3 
16.4 
21. 7 
13.0 
28.9 
24.1 
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Actually, only two counties, Kent and Ottawa, exceeded this percentage. 
In Kent county, 28.3 percent of the college-age students were in attendance, 
while in Ottawa county, 28.9 percent were attending colleges in Michigan. 
Muskegon county was the next highest, with 21.7 percent. It is interest-
ing to point out again that these three counties are the counties with 
one or more institutions of higher education within their boundaries. 
Returning to Table 26 and the projections of college enrollments 
for the eight-county area, it would appear quite reasonable to assume 
that in this group of counties, the percentage of college-age youth 
attending will also continue to rise during the next two decades. The 
four estimates made for 1965 are based on the same number of college-age 
youth, but are calculated on the basis of four different percentages of 
college-age youth attending college that year. Assuming that only 26.5 
percent of the college-age youth of the eight counties would attend, 
yields a total of 14,797 college enrollees from this area. If the per-
centage were to be 30, then there would be about 16,751; if the percent-
age were 35, then the total would be 19,542; and if the rate of attendance 
would be 40 percent, then the number of college enrollees from the eight 
counties in 1965 would be 22,334. 
For 1970, there are two estimates made, one at the rate of 30 percent 
of the college-age, the other at the rate of 40 percent. If 30 percent 
of the college-age attended college, then there would be 18,996 enrollees 
from this area; if 40 percent would attend, then the number of enrollees 
would be 25,328. 
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Similarly, two projections are made for 1975. In that year, there 
would be 21,750 college enrollees from this area if 30 percent of the 
college-age attended, and there would be 29,000 enrollees if 40 percent 
··attended. 
The discussion of the preceding paragraphs may be summarized by 
saying that the eight-county area should anticipate between 16,000 and 
22,000 college enrollees for 1965; between 19,000 and 25,000 for 1970; 
and between 21,000 and 29,000 for 1975. Again, emphasis should be given 
to the fact that these estimates will vary primarily as a result of two 
factors: (1) the percentage of college-age youth who will actually 
decide to attend, and (2) the nature of the in- and out-migration which 
this area will experience during the coming years. 
One or two comments appear to be. pertinent regarding these two fac-
tors. It is very possible that the percentage of college-age youth who 
will wish to attend college from this area will continue to rise as a 
result of increasing interest in college attendance by our youth. We 
should recognize, however, that this percentage would probably increase 
much more certainly and :rapidly in the event that a state, degree-granting 
college is established in this geographical region. One may base this 
conclusion on the various studies which have been made here in Michigan 
and in other states on the relationship of college attendance and proximity 
of institutions. 
On the factor of in- and out-migration, the past trends of in-migration 
gains in this area, and the general diversification of business and industry 
in several of the counties would lead to the conclusion that, at worse, 
62 
the net migration in these counties would be zero. Actually, it would 
seem more reasonable to assume that these counties would continue to gain 
population as a result of in-migration. 
Assuming that the discussion of the preceding two paragraphs has 
validity, it would seem reasonable to anticipate enrollment levels for 
these eight counties to be considerably higher than the lower of the 
two figures cited above. 
Using Projections of High School Graduates 
Another approach to the problem of projecting college enrollments 
for the state or the eight-county area is by using data on the percentage 
of high school graduates who will go to college. In order to make such 
a computation, one must first project the number of high school graduates 
that might be expected during any period and apply the estimated percent-
ages to these figures. 
Of course, the first problem is to establish the expected percentage 
of high school graduates who will be attending colleges and other post-
high school institutions. Data on this are generally not available except 
where special studies have been conducted. For this area no such studies, 
of sufficient breadth, have been conducted to provide useful data on this 
question. Therefore, as part of the present survey, data were gathered 
which would shed light on this question. Questionnaires were administered 
to several thousand students and parents in the eight-county area. Among 
the dozen or more questions which were posed, one asked the 10th and 12th 
grade students to indicate how certain they were of going into specialized 
63 
training or college work after high school. Table 28 summarizes the 
student responses to this question. According to this table, over 56 
percent of the students responding to the question are "very certain" 
or "fairly certain" or going on. Only 20.7 percent definitely have no 
intention of going on at this point, and 21.9 percent indicated that 
they did not know at this time. 
On another question, the 10th and 12th grade students were asked, 
"How far in school do you plan to go?" Also, the parents of these 
students and the parents of 2nd grade students were asked, "In general, 
how far in school do you want your child to go?" The responses to this 
question are summarized in Table 29. For the 10th and 12th grade students, 
43.1 percent said that they planned on going through college or going 
through college plus an advanced degree. One-third of the responses 
indicated school attendance only through high school. 
Although this point will be discussed again, it should be pointed 
out that a fairly large proportion of the students, 17.9 percent, look 
toward some type of technical or business training. So, the data indicate 
that 61 percent of the respondents have some sort of plans for education 
beyond the high school level. 
The responses of the parents of these students are of about the 
same order. Thus, 50.7 percent of them see their children going through 
college or even beyond. Twenty-two percent see their children going on 
to some sort of technical or business training. And, only 23.9 percent 
see their children completing only high school. The results are very 
much the same for the parents of children currently in the second grade. 
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Table 28. High-School Student Expression of Certainty About Education Beyond 
High School, 10th and 12th Graders. 
Level of Number % of Total 
Certainty Responding Responses 
Very Certain 2,394 30.9 
Fa-Lrly Certain 1,981 25.5 
No Intention of 
Going On 1,606 20.7 
Don't Know 1,701 21. 9 
No Response 73 0.9 
Total: 7,755 100.0 
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Table 29. Plans Relating to College Attendance of Students and Their Parents 
in the Eight-County Area. 
Parents of 2nd Parents of 10th 10th and 12th Total of 
Level Grade ftudents & 12th Grade Students Grade Students Parents 
No. % No. % No. % No. % 
Through 
High School 854 18.7 1,195 23.9 2,578 33.3 2,049 21.4 
High School 
f Technical 
or Business 
Training 888 19.5 1,116 22.3 1,389 17 .9 2,004 21.0 
Through 
College 2,317 50.8 2,155 43.1 2,589 33.4 4,472 46.8 
College f 
Advanced 
Degree 319 7.0 381 7.6 753 9.7 700 7.3 
Other 
(Blanks, 
etc,) 181 4.0 158 3.2 443 5.7 339 3.5 
Totals: 4,559 100.0 5,005 100.0 7,752 100.0 9,564 100.0 
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Among these, too, there is a high level of expectency about college 
and/or other education beyond high school. 
Another bit of supporting evidence that there exists, among the 
high school students, is an increasing desire for education beyond the 
high school which can be obtained by considering the number of individ-
ual students who have made requests for a ,ranscript of their record to 
be sent out from the high school pupil personnel oi ::ices. Data on this 
were obtained from four high schools in the Grand Rapids area for 1935, 
1951, 1955, and 1959. Table 30 summarizes these data. It is clear that 
in each of the high schools the number and percentage of individuals 
requesting transcripts to be sent out have risen during the past twenty-
four years. It should be pointed out, of course, that not all of these 
requests are for college-bound students, but the fact remains that even 
if this is taken into account, the increases are still evident. 
On the basis of these preceding tables, summarizing responses of 
students and parents to questions about college plans, and the data on 
transcript requests from the high schools of Grand Rapids, it seems 
quite reasonable to assume that, on the average, 55-60 percent of the 
high school graduates from the eight-county area could be expected to 
seek education beyond the high school during the next ten or fifteen 
years. 
This section of the report has dealt with projections of popula-
tions, college-age youth, high school graduates, and finally, with 
projections of the number of college enrollees for the state of Michigan 
and for the eight-county area. From the data of the tables presented, 
Table 30. Trends in Requests Made by Grand Rapids High-School Seniors for Transcripts of Their Records 
·-1 --1935 1951 1955 No. of No. % No. of No. % No. of No. o/o . No. of 
_ Graduates Requesting I Graduates Requesting Graduates Requesting Graduates 
Transcripts Transcripts Transcripts 
; 
Creston 165 15 9,1 216 50 23 2'37 65 27 284 
' 
Central 205 27 13.1 178 25 14 213 111, 52 176 
Ottawa Hills 182 74 41.0 168 104 62 183 98 54 230 
I 
Union - - - 230 65 28 235 80 34 332 
--
1959 
No. % 
Requesting 
Transcripts 
155 
139 
181 
148 
55 
79 
79 
45 
0\ 
-.::i 
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it may be confidently predicted that (1) there will be significant 
increases in the number of college-age youth in the state and in the 
eight-county area, (2) there will continue to be an increase in interest, 
on the part of young people and their parents, in education beyond the 
high school, and (3) there will be a resulting increase in the number 
of college students in the state and in the eight-county area. 
More specificallX, by 1970, the state may well expect an increase 
in the number of college-age youth to something over 600,000 and by 
1975 to a level above 700,0po. This will result in an increase in 
college enrollments for 1970 by about 80 percent, and by 1975 the 
enrollments will have more than doubled over 1957 levels. 
For the eight-county area, the number of college-age youth will 
rise to over 63,000 in 1970, and over 72,000 by 1975. Compared to 1957 
college enrollments from this area, by 1970 the number of college enroll-
ees from the eight-county area will have doubled, and by 1975 it will be 
two-and-one-half times as large as it was in 1957. 
CHAPTER IV 
THE NEW COLLE GE 
The preceding two chapters have presented certain data regarding the 
economic status of the eight-county area and the state. Data were also 
presented on population trends and projections for the state and the area. 
Finally, projections were made of the number of college enrollees to be 
expected from the eight counties and for the state as a whole. 
Present Higher Education Facilities 
It is the purpose of this chapter to describe briefly the present 
level of higher education service for students from the eight-county area, 
and to relate this to the services rendered by all of the colleges and 
universities in the state. Finally, based on the college enrollment pro-
jections made in the preceding chapter, a comparison will be made of the 
higher education needs of the eight-county area for the next two decades 
with the expected level of service to be provided by the presently existing 
colleges and universities as they plan for future expansion. 
The eight-county area included in this study accounts for approxi-
mately 10 perc,ent of the population of the state of Michigan. The eight 
counties, however, accounted for less than 8 percent of the college enroll-
ees in the colleges of the state during 1957. The institutions of higher 
education located in this area are either community colleges or private 
institutions (See Figure 2). In 1958, they enrolled 7,744 of the 143,962 
students enrolled in Michigan institutions of higher education. This was 
5.37 percent of the total. 
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There are no. state-controlled institutions of higher education in 
this.eight-county area. There are two community colleges, one located 
at Grand Rapids and the other located in Muskegon. Grand Rapids Junior 
College, established in 1914, has a long tradition of quality educational 
service to the youth and adults of the connnunity. Through the years, it 
has successfully provided for the educational needs of large numbers of 
local individuals The college has programs, consisting of daytime and 
evening courses, which can be classified as (1) freshman and sophomore 
liberal arts curricula, (2) technical curricula, and (3) the community 
service offerings. 
Muskegon Community College, located in Muskegon, Michigan, was founded 
in 1926 as a junior college. Its designation was changed to a community 
college in 1951. The program of the college consists of freshman and 
sophomore course work taken mainly by students intending to transfer to 
four-year, degree granting institutions; the college also offers evening 
college work with a vocational and cultural emphasis, and provides voca-
tional and terminal programs for students in a variety of areas. 
In the city of Grand Rapids there are several privately controlled 
institutions of higher education. Aquinas College is a coeducational, 
liberal arts college which grants the bachelor's degree. The college 
was established in 1923 by one of the Roman Catholic orders. During 
the past several years, its enrollment has been moving toward the 1000 
mark. 
Grand Rapids Baptist Theological Seminary and Bible Institute is 
also located in the city o.f Grand Rapids. It is coeducational, and grants 
X MUSK, 
J, c. 
Newaygo 
_ _____.I 
Montcalm 
Kent 
e AQUINAS 
GR, R,. - - X 0 CALVIN C, 
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• 
• 
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WESTERN 
THEO, SEM, 
X : COMMUNITY COLLEGE 
e: PRIVATE COLLEGE 
e CALVIN 
• THEO, SEM, 
G, R, 
BAPTIST SEM, 
Barry 
71. 
Ionia 
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the bachelor's degree in theology and Bible study. During the past sev-
eral years it has enrolled less than 200 students. 
Also located in the city of Grand Rapids is Calvin College and Calvin 
Theological Seminary Calvin College was established in 1876. Its enroll-
ment has been increasing steadily, exceeding the 2000 mark in the fall of 
1959. The Seminary grants the bachelor's degree in Theology. The College 
is coeducational and grants the bachelor's degree 
supported by the Christian Reformed Church. 
It is controlled and 
At the present time, Calvin College is in the midst of a major, 
long-range plan which will eventually result in the moving of all or most 
of the college activities to a new campus located in the southeast section 
of the city. The new site, consisting of 160 acres, has already been pur-
chased. Building of the new seminary, on this new site, was begun in the 
fall of 1959. 
The other institution of higher education in this eight-county area 
is Hope College located in Holland, Michigan Hope College is a liberal 
arts college granting the bachelor's degree. It is coeducational. It is 
controlled and supported by the Dutch Reformed Church. During the past 
several years, the enrollments of Hope College have been well above the 
1000 mark. 
The level of present service in higher education in the eight-county 
area may be characterized in several ways The percentage of college-age 
youth attending college at any one time is probably one of the most reveal-
ing statistics in this regard. In Table 27, data were presented showing 
the percentage that college-age youth attending college from each county 
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were of the college-age youth of that county. Where the total for the 
state of Michigan was about 29.3 percent, the total for the eight-county 
area was 24.1 percent. More important than this is the fact that only 
three of the counties, Kent, Muskegon, and Ottawa, showed percentages 
above twenty. The percentages for Newaygo (13.0), Barry (15.8), Allegan 
(16.8), Montcalm (16.4), and Ionia (17.1) must be judged as very low. 
To restate a point, they are the counties of this group of eight in which 
there is now no institution of higher education, and furthennore, no 
institution readily accessible for which the students would not be re-
quired to pay out-of-district fees as for the community colleges, or 
be limited in other ways either by economic.barriers or factors beyond 
their control. One must be led to the conclusion that, apparently, the 
opportunity for higher education does not seem to be equally distributed 
in the several counties of this area. 
Table 31 summarizes data showing enrollments in the colleges of the 
eight-county area for 1955-56 and 1958-59. These data are obtained from 
U. S. Office of Education reports, and represent all degree-credit stu-
dents enrolled in these institutions. In some instances, the enrollment 
shown in this table is lower than enrollments for the institutions which 
include all types of course enrollments, such as evening college and non-
credit work. 
The table illustrates several factors rather clearly. First, the 
enrollments in the colleges located in the eight-county area have increased 
by a significant 36.7 percent since 1955. That is for the institutions as 
a group. However, the increases in enrollments have varied among institutions. 
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Table 31. Enrollments of Institutions of Higher Education in the Eight-County 
Area, 1955-1958. 
1955-56 Enrollment 
Forei 0 ., & Per Cent 
From Out-of- 1958-59 Increase, 
Institution Total Michigan State Enrollment 1955 to 1958 
No. No. No. No. 
Aquinas 737 717 20 842 14.2 
Calvin 
(Incl. Sem.) 1,768 991 877 2,012 14.3 
Hope 1,017 648 369 1,207 18.7 
Grand Rapids 
Baptist 
Seminary 184 134 50 160 -
St. Joseph 
Seminary 43 43 0 41 -
Grand Rapids 
Junior College 1,094 1,064 30 1,501 37.2 
Muskegon 
Junior College 722 722 0 981 35.9 
Total: 5,665 4,319 1,346 7,744 36.7 
Total for All 
--
I 
Colleges and ! 
Universities 
in the State 124,024 101,791 22,233 143,962 16.1 
Per Cent these 
College Enroll-
ments are --0f 
State Total: 4.57 4.24 6.05 5.37 -
Source: U. S. Office of Education. 
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The two community-junior colleges in the area have experienced the highest 
level of increase, while the three private colleges experienced an increase 
about half the size of that for the community colleges. It must be pointed 
out, however, that the increases in the private college enrollments in this 
area were very similar to the enrollment increase for all colleges and uni-
v·ersities in the entire state, namely 16.1 percent. 
Second, for the year 1955-56, the table also summarizes the institu-
tional enrollments in terms of out-of-state and Michigan residents. Thus, 
for the two community colleges, a very small percentage of the service is 
in terms of out-of-state students. The situation is quite different for 
two of the private colleges, Calvin and Hope. Of the 1768 students enrolled 
in Calvin in 1955-56, 877 came from out-of-state; at Hope College, of the 
1017 students enrolled in that year, 369 came from out-of-state. The pro-
portion of out-of-state enrollments at Aquinas was very similar to that 
in the community colleges in the area. 
Third, the table shows that the total enrollments in these institu-
tions rose from 5665 in 1955-56 to 7744 in 1958-59. The rate of increase 
indicated by these figures is over twice the rate of increase experienced 
in all of the colleges and universities of the state. Specifically, in 
1955-56, the total enrollment of the eight-county institutions was 4.57 
percent of the Michigan total. In 1958-59 this percentage had risen to 
5.37, demonstrating an increasing service in higher education by these 
colleges. 
Table 32 presents data showing the percentages that college enrollees 
from the eight-county area were of enrollments at the colleges located in 
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Table 32. Percentage that Students from the Eight-County Area. Public and Private, 
Were of Enrollments in Institutions in the State, 1955-56. 
Percentage that 
Institution Total No. of Students 8-County Students 
Enrollments* from the Eight- Were of Enrollments 
in 1955 County Area In Each Tvoe of Tnsf'"i tut.ion 
Grand Rapids 
Junior College 1,098 1,019 92.8 
Muskegon 
Junior College 722 695 96.3 
Hope 928 559 60.2 
Calvin 1,568 822 52.4 
Aquinas 770 513 66.6 
Total, All Institu-
tions in Eight-
County Area 5,086 3,608 70.9 
All State-Controlled 
Institutions 78,188 4,752 6.1 
All Privately 
Controlled 
Institutions 32,242 2,478 7.7 
Community Colleges 13,594 1,718 12.6 
All Institutions in 
the State 124,024 8,948 7.2 
* Source: U. S. Office of Education. 
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the eight-county area and of the total enrollments for the several types 
of public and private institutions in the state of Michigan. 
In 1955-56, of the 5,086 students enrolled in the colleges of this 
area, 3,608 of them, or 70.9 percent, came from one of these eight coun-
ties. These percentages vary considerably for the individual institutions 
in the area. For example, over 90 percent of the enrollees in the two 
conununity colleges come from within these counties. But, the enrollments 
of the three larger private colleges in this area, except perhaps for 
Aquinas, are very nearly split half-and-half between students from these 
eight counties and students from outside of these counties. This simply 
emphasizes that there appears to be a difference in the institutional 
conception of geographical service to students. This may be particularly 
noted in the case of Calvin College which, although it provides a variety 
of educational services to the immediate locality, does have a commitment 
of higher educational service to its church membership throughout the 
country. In all probability, it seems safe to assume that these private 
colleges will continue to render similar service to the area and to their 
constituency in the future. 
Table 32 points out another interesting relationship, namely, the 
percentage that the college students of this eight-county area are of 
the total enrollments for the various types of institutions in the state 
of Michigan. Thus, there were 4,752 students from this area enrolled in 
the state-controlled institutions in 1955-56. This was 6.1 percent of 
the total enrollments of these institutions, 78,188. The 2,478 students 
from this area enrolled in private colleges of the state were 7.7 percent 
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of the 32,242 students enrolled in all privately controlled colleges 
in Michigan. And, the 1,718 students enrolled in conununity colleges 
from this area were 12.6 percent of the 13,594 students enrolled in 
community colleges in 1955-56. Finally, the 8,948 students from this 
area enrolled in all of the institutions of higher education in Michigan 
were 7.2 percent of the 124,024 students enrolled in all Michigan col-
leges and universities. Although similar figures are not available for 
other years for the state of Michigan, it appears safe to assume that 
these percentages will probably not change materially in the future, 
except that the percentage of total state enrollments in connnunity 
colleges may rise even higher than it is now. 
Level of Anticipated Service and Need 
As was indicated above, one way to make a judgment regarding the 
need for additional colleges in this area would be to compare the level 
of anticipated service by the presently existing colleges and universities 
of the state and compare that with the projections of enrollments made 
for the eight-county area. Such a comparison is.made in Table 33 and 
Table 34. 
In 1957, for the Legislative Survey of Higher Education, the colleges 
and universities of the state were asked to estimate their level of en-
rollments for 1965 and for 1970. A similar request was made for this 
study. The totals of these estimates for the three types of institutions 
in the state are given in Column 2 of each of the tables. For example, 
the state-controlled institutions, as a group, estimated their enrollments 
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Table 33. Comparison of Projected Enrollments from the Eight-County Area and the Levels of 
Anticipated Service by Presently Existing Institutions in Michigan, 1965 
(1) (2) Percent That (3) (4) (5) 
Projected Percent 8-Co. Enroll. 1955 Percentage Projected Excess o 
Institution Enrollments Increase Were of Total of This Total Enrollment Column (4 
for 1965 Over 1957 State Enroll. Enrollment from 8-County Over 
in 1955 Column (3 
State-
Controlled 
Institution 130,025 40 6.1 7,931 
23 Privately-
Controlled 
Institutions 45,150 56 7.7 3,476 21,000 6,000 
14 Conununity 
Colleges 26,674 40 12.6 3,360 
Total: 201,849 40.1 7. 21 14,760 
- - -
f 
) 
) 
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Table 34. Comparison of Projected Enrollments from the Eight-County Area 
and the Levels of Anticipated- Service by Presently Existing 
Institutions in Michigan, 1970. 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
Projected 
Projected % Increase 1955 % of Enrollment Excess (4) 
Enrollment Over 1957 This Enrl. from 8-Co .• 1970 Over (3) 
State Con-
trolled 
Institutions 170,175 73 10,380 
23 Privately 
Controlled 
Institutions 55,450 93 4,269 24,000 5,000 
14 Conununity 
Colleges 36,347 90 4,579 
261,972 82.9 19,128 
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for 1965 to total 1301 025 and for 1970 to be 170,175. The total of anti-
cipated enrollment levels, for all of the colleges and universities for the 
state are 201,849 for 1965 and 261,972 for 1970. It should be emphasized 
that these totals are totals of enrollment estimates made by individual 
institutions, and are, therefore, based, in:most cases, on additional 
considerations than those employed in this study to make enrollment pro-
jections for the entire state and for the eight-county area. The insti-
tutional estimates included the criterion of adequate facility and staff, 
whereas the projections of the study were based mainly upon student demand 
for higher education. 
Assuming that the figures in Column 2 of Tables 33 and 34 represent 
the estimates of students to be served by our colleges and universities, 
then a calculation was made to estimate the number of college students 
who would be taken care of within these figures, if the enrollments of 
the colleges and universities were to take in approximately the same per-
centage of eight-county students in 1965 and 1970 as they did in 1955. 
Column 3 shows the results of these calculations. For example, in 1955 
the students from the eight-county area enrolled in the state-controlled 
institutions were 6.1 percent of the total enrolled in those institutions. 
Assuming this same percentage for 1965, the state-controlled institutions 
would be able to enroll about 7,931 students from the eight-county area, 
and in 1970 they would be able to enroll about 10,380. 
Using the same assumption, the privately controlled institutions 
would be able to enroll 3,467 students in 1965 and 4,269 students in 
1970; while the community colleges would be able to enroll 3,360 students 
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in 1965 and 4,579 students in 1970. Or, of the total 201,674 students 
estimated by the colleges and universities for 1965, 14,760 would come 
from the eight-county area in 1965; in 1970, of the 261,972 that the 
colleges estimated they could serve, 19,128 would come from the eight-
county area. 
Using these calculations of students who could be served, and com-
paring them with the projected college enrollees from the eight-county 
area, one is able to compute the number of students who will be seeking 
a college education but for whom there will evidently be no facility 
available. Taking from Table 26 a projection of 21,000 college enrollees 
from the eight-county area for 1965, and 24,000 for 1970, and comparing 
these with the estimates of service indicated in Table 33 and Table 34, 
one is led to the conclusion that in 1965 there will be an excess of 
about 6,000 college students from the eight-county area seeking a higher 
education for whom no facility will be available, and about 5,000 college 
enrollees in 1970 from this area for whom no facilities will be available. 
It should be emphasized again that, in all probability, these are 
conservative estimates in view of the fact that the enrollment projec-
tions of this study are based on certain percentages of college-age 
youth attending college in the future years. It would seem reasonable 
to assume that in the event that greater opportunity for higher educa-
tion is brought into the eight-county area, the percentage of college-age 
youth attending from this area will increase. Furthermore, it should be 
pointed out that the enrollment estimates of the institutions for 1965 
and 1970 actually represent monumental achievements, for they represent, 
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in reality, increases ranging from 70 percent for the state-controlled 
institutions .to over 90 percent for the privately controlled and community 
colleges by 1970. 
Local Demand for Higher Education 
Data gathered for this survey from parents and students in the high 
schools of the area would also substantiate the notion that the above 
are conservative estimates of 6,000 and 5,000 students seeking higher 
educational opportunity for whom no facilities may be available. Table 
35 shows enrollment projections from the eight-county area made on the 
basis of student responses in 1959 to the question, "How certain are 
you of going into specialized training or college work after high school 
graduation?n Using the percentages of students who replied to each level 
of certainty, and the projections of college-age youth made for the area 
in Capter III, it is possible to obtain the estimates shown in Columns 
3, 4, and 5 of the table. Thus, assuming that there will be approxi-
mately 55,837 college-age youth in the eight-county area, and using the 
percentages of current 10th and 12th grade students who said that they 
are 11very certain" or "fairly certain" or going on beyond high school, 
a figure of over 17,000 would be certain to attend in 1965 and over 
14,000 would be in the "fairly certain" category. This would yield a 
maximum total of over 31,000 college enrollees from the area. The fact 
that the Hfairly certain" category is included in this sum would tend 
to make it as high as it is, and about ten thousand higher than the esti-
mate of 20,000 made in the preceding chapter. In any event, the data of 
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Table 35. Projection of College Enrollees from the Eight-County Area, Ba~ed 
on High School Student Expression of Certainty about Education 
Beyond High School, (10th and 12th graders), 1959. 
(N:7755) 
I Enrollment Projections for: 
Per Cent 1965 1970 1975 
Level of of Total (Assume 55,837 (Assume 63,320 (Assume 72,500 
Certainty Responses College-Age) College-Age) College-Age) 
~ 
--
1. Very Certain 30.9 17,254 19,566 22,402 
2. Fairly Certain 25.5 14,238 16,147 18,488 
3. No Intention 
of Going On 20. 7 11,558 13,107 15,007 
4. Don't Know 21.9 12,228 13,867 15,877 
5. No Response 0.9 503 569 652 
' 
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this table would lend credence to the supposition that there would quite 
easily be 6,000 students in 1965 and 5,000 in 1970 seeking higher educa-
tion for whom no facility would be available. The fact appears that it 
would be logical to expect the figure to be quite a bit higher. 
Using additional data gathered for this study, it is possible to 
present information as to the level of education which students in the 
eight-county area are now looking fo,a;vard to. Table 36 summarizes the 
responses of eight-county high school students to the question, "How 
far in school do you plan to go? 11 The table also computes the number 
of students who might be expected at each of these levels, if we assume 
that the percentages shown in the table for the 10th and 12th graders 
of 1959 would apply in the future. 
Specifically, in response to the question of how far in school do 
they plan to go, 33 percent of the 10th and 12th graders said "through 
high school, 18 percent said rrhigh school plus technical and business 
training~ ' 33 percent said nthrough college, 10 percent said "college 
plus advanced degree, ' and there was no response from 11 percent of the 
students. In other words, about 18 percent of the respondents plan on 
some education beyond high school in the form of technical or business 
training. If we were to assume that this percentage would remain about 
the same in the future, we might expect about 10,050 such students in 1965; 
11,397 such students in 1970; and 13,050 such students in 1975. The&e, 
then, would be the students who would be seeking post-high school educa-
tion beyond the high school level in the form of community and junior 
college offerings as well as in business and technical institutes. 
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Table 36. Projected Enrollments at Various Levels of Education Based on 
Student Responses from the Eight-County Area. 
(N : 7755) 
No. at This No. at This No. at This 
Level of Per Cent Level, Assuming Level, Assuming Level, Assuming 
Education Anticipating 55,837 College- 63,320 College- 72,500 College-
This Level Age in 1965 Age in 1970 Age in 1975 
Through High 
School 33 18,426 20,895 23,925 
High School plus 
Technical and 
Business 
Training 18 10,050 11,397 13,050 
Through College 33 18,426 20,895 23,925 
College plus 
Advanced Degree 10 5,584 6,332 7,250 
Uncertain or 
No Response 6 3,350 .3, 799 4,350 
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Of the respondents, 33 percent indicated a desire to go through 
college and another 10 percent indicated plans for college plus an ad-
vanced degree. If these percentages are assumed to hold for the future, 
we would expect about 23,000 college enrollees from this area in 1965; 
approximately 27,000 in 1970; and about 31,000 in 1975. It is inter-
esting to compare these figures with the estimates shown in Table 26 
where the projections, assuming 40 percent of college-age youth attend-
ing college, turned out to be 22,334 for 1965; 25,328 for 1970; and 29,000 
for 1975. Of course, when the figures of Table 36 for all of post-high 
school education are added together, th2n one obtains estimates consid-
erably higher than those of Table 26. It must be remembered, however, 
that the projections of Table 26 are based on a 40 percent rate of college-
age youth attendance. The figures of Table 36, of course, assume a con-
siderably larger percentage of college-age youth seeking post-high school 
education than the 40 percent. 
The data of Table 36 would: (1) substantiate a relativel~ hi~h 
level of college attendance expectancy and (2) indicate that the eight-
county area should give considerabll__ more attention to the express~d 
desires for technical and business training by the high school students 
in these counties. The latter point would have implications for the 
establishment of additional community colleges in this area with particu-
lar emphasis upon technical-terminal programs. If, indeed, 18 percent 
of the 10th and 12th grade students in the high schools of the area 
aspire to technical and business training, this would mean providing 
facilities for such education for about 10,000 of them in 1965, 11,000 
in 1970, and about 13,000 in 1975. 
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Another indication of the potential need for community-junior 
college facilities is obtained from the following question asked 10th 
and 12th grade students in the eight-county area: "There are now fully 
accredited community or junior colleges in this area. How certain would 
you be to attend one of these?n Table 37 summarizes the percentage of 
students responding to each degree of certainty. Of the 7755 students 
who completed the questionnaire, 12 percent indicated that they feel 
"very certain" about attending one of the community or junior colleges; 
14 percent said that they would "probably attend", Again, if these 
percentages are applied to the projected number of college-age youth 
in 1965, 1970, and 1975, estimates may be made of the numbers of stu-
dents who may be looking to community and junior college attendance. 
Thus, for 1965, using only the "very certain" responses, approxi-
mately 6,700 young people might be expected to attend conununity colleges 
in the area; in 1965, the nureber would be about 7,598; and in 1975 the 
number would be about 8,700. At the present time, the two community 
colleges in this area are enrolling less than 3,000. A projected en-
rollment of 6,700 by 1965 would represent a doubling of community-
junior college enrollments from the eight counties. By 1975, there 
would almost be a tripling of enrollments in community-junior colleges. 
Considering the fact that the two established community-junior 
colleges in the area -- Grand Rapids Junior College and Muskegon 
Community College -- will expand their facilities for students in 
their immediate areas, one is still faced with the need for such facili-
ties in other sections of the eight-county area. It appears reasonable 
Table 37. 
Degree of 
Certainty 
very Certain 
to Attend 
Probably 
Attend 
Uncertain 
Probably not 
Attend 
Certain not 
to Attend 
No Response 
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Estimates of Students Who Would Attend Community Colleges in the 
Eight-County Area, Based on Student Responses in 1959 to the 
Question of Certainty of Attending Such a College. 
(N : 7755) 
No. at This No. at This No. at This 
Level, Assuming Level, Assuming Level, Assuming 
Per Cent at 55,837 College- 63,320 College- 72,500 College-
This Level A2e in 1965 A2e in 1970 Afle in 1975 
12 6,700 7,598 8,700 
14 7,817 8,864 10,150 
32 17,867 20,262 23,200 
' 
21 11, 725 13,297 15,225 
18 10,050 11,397 13,050 
3 1,675 1,899 2,175 
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to suggest the possibility of community-junior college development 
either in the Holland or Grand Haven area, for example. 
Answers to a similar question, designed to provide information 
about the certainty with which 10th and 12th grade students would plan 
to attend a four-year, degree-granting institution if it were estab-
lished in this area, are summarized in Table 38. The question asked 
was, 11If a four-year, state-supported college, within driving distance, 
say near Grand Rapids, were estab.lished, how certain would you be to 
attend such a college?" 
Of the 7755 respondents to the questionnaire, 9.8 percent said 
that they felt "very certain" about attending and 20.4 percent said 
that they would 11probably attend". Assuming that these same percentages 
would hold for 1965 and 1970, it is possible to estimate the number of 
students, from the eight-county area, who would be interested in attend-
ing a four-year college if it were located within driving distance. 
Thus, for 1965, such an assumption would yield over 6,000 students 
interested in attending a local college, and a total of more than 7,000 
in 1975. These estimates are based on the projection of 21,000 college 
enrollees from this area for 1965, and 24,000 in 1975 as shown in Table 
26. In all probability, the number of local students who would attend 
such a college could be considerably higher than the 6,000 and 7,000 
when one considers that in Table 38 there are over 7,000 students who 
said that they were "uncertain" as to whether they would attend such 
a college or not. It is highly probable that quite a few of these would 
decide to attend once the institution was actually in existence. 
Table 38" 
Level of 
Certainty 
Very Certain 
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Students' Expressed Certainty of Attending a Four=Year State-
Supported College, If One Were Establishe~ in the Grand Rapids 
Area. 
No. of Students No, of Students 
Percentage This Would Be Assuming This Would be Assuming Projection of 21,000 Projection of 24Jooo 
of Students College Enrollees College Enrollees 
From This Area, 1965 From This Area, 1975 
l 
I 9.8 2,058 2,352 
Probably Attend 20.4 4,284 4,896 
Uncertain 35°7 7,497 8,568 
·,;. 
Probably not ·I 
Attend 16.4 3;444 3}936 
Certain not 
to Attend 13.7 2,877 3}288 
; 
,. 
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Cross-tabulation of data obtained from parents and their children 
in the 10th and 12th grades provides a means of checking the stability 
and consistency of the responses; For example, both the parents and 
the students were asked the question regarding the level of education 
to which they aspire. Table 39 summarizes the responses to this ques-
tion. 
From the total sample of 10th and 12th grade students and their 
parents, there were 4,663 which represented members of the same family. 
Of these, 2,706 contained identical responses to the question regarding 
the level of educational aspiration. Probably the most important point 
to note from this table is the fact that of the 4,663 paired question-
naires, 30.9 percent indicate a desire for going through college or 
going through college plus an advanced degree. This figure would sug-
gest that the rates of 35 percent and 40 percent, shown in Table 26, 
of the college-age youth in the eight-county area looking toward college 
attendance, is a very realistic one. In fact, these may be rather con-
servative percentages when and if the new college becomes a reality. 
One other point should be noted in Table 39, namely, that of the 
paired questionnaires. There are 9.4 percent of the responses indicating 
a desire for high school plus technical or business training. This figure 
would further support the need for continued offerings of such terminal 
courses in the eight-county area. 
Distinguishing Between Demand and Need 
The preceding tables, which have summarized parent and student 
responses to the level of expected education and the certainty of going 
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Table 39. Comparison of Parents' and Students' Responses to the Level of 
Educational Aspirati?n, 
Per Cent of Per Cent Total 
Level of Number of Number of Number of Identical Identical Pairs 
Education Parents Students Identical Responses of Questionnaires 
C Resoonses (N=2706) (N .. li.61=.~) 
~ 
Through High 
School 1,119 1,467 819 30.3 17.6 
High School 
Plus Technical 
or Business 
Training 1,043 811 437 16.1 9.4 
Through 
College 2,014 1,676 1,263 46.7 27.1 
College plus 
Advanced 
Degree 346 482 180 6.6 3.9 
Other, No 
Response, 
etc. 28 97 7 0.3 0.1 
' 
Total: 4,663 4,663 2,706 
-
58.1 
Note: These numbers represent the responses of paired questionnaires only. 
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to post-high school institutions, represent, in reality, the existing 
demand for higher education by these individuals. It is evident from 
the tables that the demand in this area certainly warrants giving serious 
considerations to the possibility of providing additional facilities for 
education beyond the high school. At the same time, however, an impor-
tant consideration must be the need for higher education as manifested 
not only by the demand but by the actual ability of those seeking higher 
education to benefit by it. That is, the demands for higher education 
must also be assessed in terms of the abilities and interests of those 
expressing the desire for such opportunity as well as reflecting the 
needs of our society. 
The data compiled for this survey permit drawing certain conclu-
sions about this problem. Not only were the students and parents asked 
to indicate their desire for further education beyond the high school, 
but data were gathered regarding the ability levels of the students res-
ponding, both in terms of ability test scores and rank in graduating 
class for the 12th graders: Table 40 presents the data on this point. 
The table shows the students' responses to the question of how far in 
school they intend to go, and also shows the ability levels for the res-
pondents for each of the levels. Table 41 shows the student responses 
to the question of certainty of attending a four-year, state-supported 
college, if one were established in this area, relating these responses 
to the ability levels of the respondents. 
The data of Table 40 give additional support to the use which was 
made of data indicating student expectations for attending college, and 
95 
Table 40. Compariso~ of Level of Educational As2iration of Students with 
Their Measured Ability, {Otis, ACEl. 
-
Ability -- -Quintile .~ank 
How Far in Top 4th 3rd 2nd Lowest 
School do Quintile Quintile Quintile Quintile Quintile Total 
You Plan ! 
To Go? ff: % ://: % ://: % :/f: & f/: I % 
1. Through 
High School 41 11.8 40 11. 6 66 19.1 72 20.8 127 36. 7 346 
2. High School 
Plus Technical 
or Business 
Training 22 10.5 38 18.3 40 19.2 57 27.4 51 24.5 208 
3. Through 
College 64 15.3 116 27.8 104 24.9 80 19.1 54 12.9 418 
4. College 
Plus Advanced 
Degree 30 24.9 38 31.7 31 25.8 14 11. 7 7 5.8 120 
5. Other, 
Blank, etc. 3 11. 5 9 34.6 6 23.0 5 19.2 3 11.5 26 
Total 160 13.6 241 20.4 247 20.9 228 19.3 242 20.5 1118: 
% of 
Total 
30.9 
18.6 
37 .4 
10.7 
2.3 
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Table 41. Comparison of Certainty of Attending Local, 4-Year College and Measured 
Ability of Students, (Otis, ACE). 
Ability - Quintiles 
Level of Top 4th 3rd 2nd Lowest 
Certainty Quintile Ouintile Quintile Quintile Quintile Total Per Cent 
1ft % 1ft % 1ft % 1ft % 1ft % 
1. Very 
Certain to 
Attend 35 17.0 47 22.9 55 26.8 38 18.5 30 14.6 205 18.8 
2. Probably 
Attend 40 15,l 55 20.8 55 20.8 65 24. 5 50 18.9 265 24.3 
3. Uncertain 54 15.1 76 21.3 81 22.8 67 18.8 78 21.9 356 32. 7 
4. Probably 
not Attend 17 11.9 35 24.5 30 20.9 25 17.5 . 36 25.2 143 13.1 
5. Certain 
not to 
Attend 15 12.5 20 16.7 22 18.3 26 21. 7 37 30.8 120 11. 0 
Total 161 14.8 233 21.4 243 22.3 221 20.3 231 21. 2 1089 
I 
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college enrollment projections based on these indications. Test results 
were available on only a limited nlllltber of the respondents to the student 
questionnaire. Of the 7744 students who completed the questionnaire, 
ability test data were available on only about 20 percent of them. Further-
more, the ability test data included several types of tests, such as the 
Otis Test of Intelligence, the Differential Aptitude Test, and the American 
Council on Education Psychological Examination. The data of Table 40 
are based on the students for whom scores were available from the Otis 
and the ACE tests. 
Of the 1100 for whom such results were available, over 500 indicated 
that they intended to go 11 through college" or "through college plus an 
advanced degree". Again, it is seen that this is about 50 percent of 
the group, which is similar to the results obtained from the total group 
of 7744 students. Of the 538 intending to go to college, about 24 per-
cent fall in the lower two quintiles. Put another way, of those planning 
to go to college, about 75 percent fall in the upper 60 percent of the 
ability grouping. The fact that such a proportion of those intending to 
go on to college at this level of measured ability, would indicate that 
it is very sound to give consideration to the large percentages of area 
youth indicating their intention to go on to college. 
It can also be noted from the table that over 50 percent of those 
students indicating only "high school plus technical or business train-
ing11 fall in the lower two quintiles of ability test scores. One might 
well conclude that the students themselves are revealing here some defi-
nite self-selection for going on to college. 
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There is a third factor which should be noted in Table 40. About 
one-third of the students for whom test scores were available indicated 
that they were simply going to finish high school. These evidence no 
interest, then, in going on beyond the high school level of education. 
Of the 346 students who indicated 11 through high school 1', over 20 percent 
scored in the upper two quintiles on the ability tests. Here appears 
to be room for more intensive counseling in the interest of motivating 
these young people to think about further education. The fact that the 
able student does not continue his education has been of increasing con-
cern to our colleges and universities and to society as a whole. It 
would certainly be well to attempt to determine what the reasons may 
be for these able youth not planning to go on to college. 
The data of Table 41 relate the expressed student certainty of 
attending a local, four-year college, if one were established, to the 
measured ability of these students, Of the almost 1,000 students for 
whom test data were available for this question, 470 indicated that they 
felt nvery certain of attending" or would 11probably attend11 a local, 
four-year college if one were established. Again, it is interesting to 
note that only about 20 percent of this group fall in the lower two 
quintiles. This implies that students indicating an interest in attend-
ing a local, four-year college are generally from levels of ability which 
might be considered satisfactory for college attendance. In other words, 
the expressed interest of attending a local college, if one were estab-
lished, comes from students at satisfactory college levels of ability, 
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at least not noticeably different from levels of entering freshmen at 
most of our colleges, 
Tables 42 and 43 present additional data related to the present 
discussion. Table 42 relates the expressed level of certainty with the 
level of educational aspiration, that is, for those who are certain to 
go on, what level of education are they seeking? It may be pointed out 
first that of the students who indicated that they are "very certain 11 
or 11fairly certain11 of going on after high school, about 20 percent 
are interested in technical and/or business training. The remainder 
of this group of students indicated preference for "collegen or "college 
plus an advanced degree". Thus, though the main preference seems to 
be for college, on the part of those certain or fairly certain to go, 
there is still quite a significant percentage looking to the type of 
education which is offered through community and junior colleges. 
Table 43 relates the level of education aspired to by the students 
with the expressed certainty of attending a local, four-year, degree-
granting college if one were established in this area. Again, the sig= 
nificant fact is that of over 3,000 who indicated "through college" or 
'
1through college plus an advanced degree, 11 about 50 percent expressed 
an interest in the local college, if there were one. This, again, would 
seem to give confirmation to the acceptance of the proposed college. 
One might naturally raise the question as to the differences of 
expressed interest in attending college between the boys and girls in 
the 10th and 12th grades. Table 44 presents data comparing the expressed 
certainty of going to school beyond the high school for boys and girls. 
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Table 42. Students' Level of Certainty Compared with Their Level of Educational 
Aspiration. 
Certainty of Through H.s . .;. Technical Through College plus 
Going on After, High School or Bus.Training College Advanced De2ree 
High School 11 % 11 % 11 % 11 % 
1. Very 
Certain 
- - 275 12.2 1,377 60.1 606 26.8 
2. Fairly 
Certain 145 7.8 547 29.4 1,038 55.8 131 7.0 
3. No Inten-
tion To Go 
On 1407 92.3 117 7.7 
- - -
-
4. Don't 
Know 964 60.9 447 28.3 160 10.1 10 . 7 
' 
Total 
2,258 
1,861 
1,524 
1,581 
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Table 43. Comparison of Level of Educational Aspiration and Certainty of 
Attending a Local, 4-Year College, if Established. 
Certainty of Attending Local 4-Year College 
How Far in Very Probably Probably Certain Not 
School Do Certain Attend Uncertain Not Attend to Attend 
You Plan to Go? 41 % 41 % 41 % :/I % 41 % 
1. Through 
High School 46 1.9 244 9.8 941 37.9 593 23.9 657 26.5 
2. High School 
Plus Technical 
or Business 
Training 100 7.4 318 23.4 614 45.2 211 15.4 115 8.5 
3. Through 
College 463 18.0 790 30.8 850 33.1 301 11. 7 165 6.4 
4. College 
plus Advanced 
Degree 129 17.2 178 23.8 245 32.8 125 16.7 70 9.4 
5. Other, 
Blank, etc. l'i 
"" 
7.5 30 18.8 60 37.5 23 14.4 35 21. 9 
Total 
:/I 
2,481 
1,358 
2,569 
747 
160 
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Table 44. Comparison of Certainty of Going On to School for 10th and 12th Grade 
Boys and Girls. 
Male Female 
Certainty 
of Going # % of Males 1/: % of Females 
1. Very Certain 1,159 30.3 1,232 32.1 
2. Fairly 
Certain 1,021 26.7 966 25.1 
3. No Intention 
of Going On 683 17.8 918 23.9 
4. Don't Know 966 25.2 728 18.9 
Total 3,829 100.0 3,844 100.0 
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It is clear that the percentages of boys and girls do not differ at the 
level of nvery certain" and "fairly certain 11 to attend. The difference 
is that a larger percentage of the girls appear to have no intention of 
going on than the boys, but more of the boys than girls appear to be 
undecided about their plans. 
A New College 
On the basis of the data presented above -- data regarding popula-
tion trends, economic and business patterns of the area, projections of 
college-age youth and projections of college enrollees for the eight-
county area -- the Director of the Study recommends that steps be taken, 
at the earliest possible time, looking toward the establishment of addi-
tional facilities for higher education in the eight-county area. 
Specifically, first priority should be given to the planning and building 
of a new, four-year, and/or five-year, degree-granting college in this 
part of the state. 
The above conclusion rests mainly on the following factors identi-
fied in the study: 
(1) The continued increases expected in the population of 
this area. Projections estimate the increase, for the 
eight-county area, to be 'about 28 percent between 1957 
and 1970. 
(2) The probable increase in population by a net in-migration 
in the eight-county area, In the first half of the present 
decade, for the eight-county area, net in-migration accounted 
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for over 32 percent of the total population increase. 
Continued industrial and business diversification in 
this area, and the long-term effects of the St. Lawrence 
Seaway may be a basis for assuming a continued net in-
migration for this area during the next decade. 
(3) The increase in the number of college-age youth, both 
in the state and in the eight-county area. For 1965, 
projections made in this study place the number of 
college-age youth for the state at about 520,705, and 
for the eight-county area at about 55,837. For 1970, 
the projections of college-age youth for the state are 
595,222, and 63,314 for the eight-county area. For 
1975, the projections made by this study place the 
number of college-age youth for the state at 709,259, 
and for the eight-county area at about 72,500. 
(4) The state and the eight-county are_a are experiencing 
an increase in the percentage of college-age youth 
who actually go on to college. It is possible to be 
more certain about the fact that the percentage of 
college-age youth going on to college will increase 
than it is to estimate what the actual increases in 
this percentage will be. At the present time, it may 
be estimated that the percentage of college-age youth 
attending college from the eight-county area is in the 
neighborhood of 25 to 30 percent. In making the college 
enrollment projections for this study, the assumption 
has been made that this will increase to at least 40 
percent by 1970. It must be noted that this percentage 
could be considerably higher in the event more rapid 
changes occur in the growing expectations for higher 
education on the part of students and their parents. 
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(5) Quite obviously, the increases in the number of college-
age youth and the increases in the percentage of these 
youth going on to college will result in an increase 
in the actual number of college students enr~lling in 
our colleges and universities. For the state of Michigan, 
the study projects college enrollments between 192,600 
and 223,600 for 1965; between 234,000 and 281,200 for 
1970; and between 277,000 and 319,500 for 1975. 
For the eight-county area, the study is projecting 
college enrollments to be approximately 20,000 for 1965; 
between 19,000 and 25,000 for 1970; and between 21,000 
and 29,000 for 1975. It should be pointed out that the 
higher of the projections for 1970 and 1975 are based on 
the assumption that 40 percent of the college-age youth 
of the area will be attending college. This assumes a 
very reasonable increase in the percentage of about 12 
percent during the next 10-15 years. 
On this basis, a~d other data of the survey, it seems 
reasonable to estimate the enrollments of a newly established 
college in this area at 2,500 in 1965; 5,000 in 1970; 
and 8,000 to 10,000 in 1975. 
(6) The excess of need for higher education over the 
availability of facilities. Taking into considera-
tion the anticipated levels of enrollments envisioned 
by the presently existing public and private colleges 
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in the state, there appears to be an excess of the number 
looking toward higher education over the number who would 
be taken care of. On this point, one cannot be critical 
of the existing institutions for not planning to expand 
beyond what they have indicated. It must be assumed 
that their plans are based on realistic analyses of 
their resource potential. 
(7) The need to provide higher education facilities well 
distributed geographically in the state of Michigan. 
The eight-county area under study here, in terms of 
the population and college-age growth anticipated, 
should be considered a most logical location for the 
establishment of new facilities for higher education 
in the state. 
Determining the Program of the New College 
There are several principles which should be followed in the deter-
mination of programs for an institution such as is recommended for this 
area: 
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A. The program of the institution must be basically sound 
educationally, a judgment which should be based on the 
opinions and consideration of leaders in the field of 
college and university curriculum. The programs of this 
new college should reflect the thinking of the higher-
education leaders of the nation and particularly of the 
state of Michigan. These academic leaders in the colleges 
and universities of Michigan should be vitally concerned 
and involved in the process of evolving a curriculum for 
this new college. 
B. The program of the institution should be developed with 
full cognizance of the present and future programs of 
the existing colleges and universities of the state. 
This process would involve statesman-like decisions as 
to areas of work which should be included in the curricu-
lum. of this new institution. 
C. Whatever the future needs for degree programs may be 
in the state of Michigan, the programs of the new college 
should be developed with the conviction that its under-
graduate offerings, whatever their specific nature may 
be, cannot be anything less than the best. 
D. The programs of the college should provide for the 
specific business, industrial, and cultural needs of 
the eight-county area as well as of the state. 
E. The programs of the new college should be developed 
with careful consideration of the expressed interests 
of the students in this area. 
Business and Industry in the Eight-County Area 
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On the point of business and industrial needs of the area, two 
tables may suffice to illustrate the fact that, even in a brief span 
of time, changes have taken place in percentages of employees in various 
industrial groups of the eight-county area and the variety of manufac-
turing establishments in this region. Table 45 presents data showing 
the percentages of employees in various industry groups for the nation, 
the state, and the eight-county area. Just during the five-year period 
represented by the data, changes are evident in the areas of finance-
real estate, wholesale trade, and contract manufacture showing increases, 
and general manufacturing showing a definite decline. 
Table 46 presents data comparing the number of manufacturing estab-
lishments in 1947 and 1954 for the eight-county area for 19 categories 
of manufacture. In this table, decreases are evident in several of the 
categories, especially furniture and fixtures. Increases are also in 
evidence, especially in machinery, both electrical and non-electrical, 
as well as in the printing and publishing industries. If these changes 
are taking place, and the youth of this area are seeking technical and 
terminal programs, then these programs should be designed with the 
changes and developing emphases in mind. 
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Table 45. Percentage of Employees in Various Industry Groups 1st Quarter, 
1951 and 1956. 
United States Michigan 8-Counties 
1951 1956 1951 1 1956 1951 1956 
1. Agricultural Services, 
Forestry, Fisheries 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.2 
2. Mining 2.4 2.0 0.8 0.8 0.3 0.3 
3. Contract Construction 6.2 6.2 4.1 4.6 4.0 4.4 
4. Manufacturing 42.5 41.4 57.8 54.9 58,4 56.5 
5. Public Utilities 7.0 7.2 5.4 5.0 5.1 5.4 
6. Wholesale Trade 7.3 7.5 5,2 5.7 5.0 5.9 
7. Retail Trade 19. 2 19.l 16.2 16.8 17,4 17.0 
8. Finance, Insurance, 
Real Estate 5.0 5.6 3,0 3.6 2.7 3.2 
9. Services 9.2 9.8 7.0 7.9 6. 7 6.8 
10. Unclassified 0.7 0.9 0.4 0.6 0.2 0.4 
Source: County Business Pattern, Part 4 
U. S. Department of Commerce, 1956. 
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Table 46. Number of Manufacturing Establishments With Twenty or More Employees 
in the Eight-County Area, 1947 and 1954. 
No. In No. In I Numerical Manufacturing Group 1947 1954 I Change 
Food and Kindred Products 63 72 t 9 
Tobacco Manufacture 2 0 2 
Textile Mill Products 9 5 4 
Apparel and Related Products 9 9 0 
Lumber & Proc-'cts, Except Furniture 18 20 t 2 
Furniture and Fixtures 90 80 - 10 
Paper and Allied Products 17 18 t 1 
Printing, Publishing Industries 31 37 I 6 ., 
Chemicals and Allied Products 10 15 t 5 
Petroleum and Coal Products 3 5 t 2 
Rubber Products 2 3 t 1 
Leather and Leather Products 12 8 4 
Stone, Clay, Glass Products 10 8 2 
Primary Metal Industries 31 30 t 1 
Fabricated Metal Products 71 73 t 2 
Machinery, Except Electrical 75 83 t 8 
Electrical Machinery 7 13 t 6 
Transportation Equipment 26 24 2 
Instruments and Related Products 0 2 t 2 
Miscellaneous Manufacture 19 20 t 1 
Source: County Business Pattern, Part 4, U. S. Department of Commerce, 1956 
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Expressed Program Needs of Students and Parents in the Eight-County Area 
In an effort to identify the kinds of professional and vocational 
plans that the youth and adults of the eight-county area have, the sur-
vey gathered information on this question from parents and students. 
Table 47 summarizes the answers to this question: "If you plan to attend 
college, what vocation do you plan to enter after you complete your edu-
cation?" The parents were asked, "If you feel that your child might 
attend such a college, what type of educational programs would you ex-
pect him or her to take?" 
In Table 47 are listed the vocational and professional choices of 
10th and 12th grade students who indicated that.they planned to go to 
college. Also listed are the choices of the parents of 2nd, 10th, and 
12th grade students. Listed in the table are the twenty-two vocational 
choices which were selected most frequently. In addition to the number 
of times each vocation was selected, the table shows the percentage that 
this frequency is of the total number of responses made to this question. 
Also indicated are the ranks of the first nine of the choices. 
Among the vocational choices indicated by the students, "teaching" 
ranks as a significant first. Ranking second and third are choices of 
"secretarial" and "nursing". Ranking fourth, sixth, and seventh are 
the areas of "engineering," "business administration," and "agriculture". 
Ranking fifth and eighth are "beautician and barber" and "auto and air-
plane mechanic''. 
The selections made by the parents of these students do not vary 
noticeably from the choices made by the students. The noticeable differences 
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ble 47. Expressed Vocational and Professional Expectations of Students and Parents 
Number and Percent Selecting this Vocation 
-
Vocation ' 10th and 12th Grade Students 'Parents of 2nd, 10th & 12th Grade Student s 
·- l I 4fa % 4fa % Rank (N:5,780) Rank (N:8,667) 
---
-
! 
Undecided ! 1,084 
( 
f. 18.8 3,859 44.5 I - -
Accounting ~ 107 i 1. 9 - 133 1.5 -! I Agriculture ' 146 ~ 2.5 8 164 1. 9 7 r. 
l Architecture l 79 1.4 85 1.0 l i - -
Art and/or Crafts f 109 I 1. 9 - 152 1.8 8 ! I I Auto-Plane Mech, 161 2.8 7 139 1. 6 -~ Beautician-Barber i 211 
I 
3.7 5 175 2.0 6 ; 
Business Adm. I 202 3.5 6 322 3.7 5 ; 
Chemist i 62 1.1 62 0.7 ! - -
Drafting I 83 1.4 - 65 0.7 -/ 
Electronics I 121 2.1 9 150 1.7 9 ! 
[ 
Engineering ' 399 6.9 4 500 5.8 2 j 
I Journalism I 48 0.8 - 38 0.4 -
Lab. Technician i 36 0.6 - 43 0.5 -~ 
Law f 77 1. 3 60 0. 7 ! - -
Med. Technician I 43 0.7 57 0.7 -i -
., 
Medicine I 112 1. 9 - 144 1.7 -
Religious Work i 90 1. 6 - 118 1.4 -
1 
Music I, 69 1. 2 - 75 0.9 -I Nursing 411 7.1 3 484 5.6 3 
Science Research 65 1.1 - 115 1. 3 -
Secretarial 423 7.3 2 368 4.2 4 
Teaching 712 12. 3 1 1,132 13.1 1 
I 
% • Percent of Total Responses 
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are the relatively lower rank accorded to "secretarial'' and to "engineering" 
by the parents. Despite these differences, the indicated preferences by 
students and parents give emphasis to the area demand for college work in 
teaching, engineering, and business administration. In addition to these, 
there is considerable preference given to electronics, agriculture, account-
ing, law, and medicine. 
This summary of student and parent preferences gives further emphasis 
to the need for technical and terminal programs for the youth of this area. 
The need in areas such as secretarial, nursing, and auto-plane mechanics 
is further substantiated by the expressed needs of adults for further 
education in the following section. 
Table 48 presents data comparing the vocational choices expressed 
by 10th and 12th grade students with their indicated certainty of going 
on for education beyond the high school. The vocations are listed in 
the first column. Then, the numbers and percentages of students choosing 
each vocation are shown for those students who indicated "very certain" 
to go on and "fairly certain" to go on. Also given are the numbers and 
percentages of these two categories of students combined with the rank 
of the first ten vocations in the list. The data of this table, then, 
give further assurance that the areas of study being considered for the 
program of the new college are those for which college-bound students 
have expressed an interest. 
Among the top ten in this group are "teaching,'' ;1engineering, 
"business administration," 10medicine," "the ministry or religious 
education," 11 accounting," ~nd 11agriculture". Certainly these areas of 
interest have implications for the program of the new college. 
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~able 48. Comparison of Vocational Choices of 10th & 12th Grade Students and Certainty of 
Going to College or Specialized Training (Selected from Listing) 
Certainty of Going On to School 
Very Fairly Total, Both 
Vocation Certain Certain categories 
4fo I % 4F j % 4fo I % (N:2232) (N:1871) (N:4103) 
Undecided 347 15.5 413 22.1 760 18.5 
Accounting 47 2.1 28 1.5 75 1.8 
Agriculture 24 1. 1 48 2.6 72 1 7 
Architecture 34 1.5 33 1. 8 67 1. 6 
Art and/or Crafts 30 1.3 37 2.0 67 1. 6 
Auto-Plane Mechanic 12 0.5 51 2.7 63 1.5 
Beautician or Barber 67 3.0 65 3.5 132 3.2 
Business Administration 90 4.0 66 3.5 156 3.8 
Chemist 39 1. 7 21 1.1 60 1.5 
Drafting 27 1. 2 33 1.8 60 1.5 
Electronics 48 2.2 49 2.6 97 2.4 
Engineering 225 10.1 125 6.7 350 8.5 
Journalism 33 1.5 8 0.4 41 1.0 
Lab. Technician 18 0.8 13 0.7 31 0.8 
Law 48 2.2 19 1.0 67 1. 6 
Med. Technician 26 1.2 14 I 0.7 60 1.5 
Medicine 80 3.6 26 1.4 106 2.6 
Religious Work 43 I 1. 9 35 1. 9 78 1. 9 
Music I 33 1.5 20 1.1 63 1.5 
Nursing ! 210 9.4 154 
I 
8.2 364 8.9 
Sc~ence Research 31 1.4 27 1.4 58 1.4 
Secretarial 91 4.1 146 7.8 237 5.8 
Teaching 418 18.7 236 12.6 654 15.9 
% = Percent of All Responses 
Rank 
-
9 
10 
-
-
-
6 
5 
-
-
8 
3 
-
-
-
-
7 
8 
-
2 
-
4 
1 
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Also among the top ten are "nursing," "secretarial," and "beauti-
cian and barber". These expressed interests have implications for the 
types of courses to be offered those students who are seeking technical 
and terminal education in this area. 
Of course, in judging the need for additional educational facilities, 
consideration must be given increasingly to the expressed needs for edu-
cation by the adults of the area. In order to obtain information on this 
aspect of need, the parents were asked to indicate the kinds of additional 
education in which the parents would be interested. Table 49 summarizes 
the responses of the husbands and wives separately. It should be pointed 
out here that not all of these needs should necessarily be met by the 
newly planned institution. It is possible that many of the indicated 
interests could be provided for by the local community colleges and the 
high schools. Certainly, courses toward college degrees and certain 
technical offerings might well be given through the new college. 
The table exhibits several interesting items. First, there are 
about 3.5 percent of the respondents interested in further work toward 
a college degree. In this group, this means a total of almost 1,000 
people. Second, there is a large percentage of both men and women indi-
cating no interest in further education. Very little di~ference is noted 
between the husband and wife responses to this question. 
Third, almost 25 percent of the men indicated an interest in courses 
aimed at job improvement. This interest most probably could be met 
through appropriate technical and business courses. 
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Table 49. Additional Education in which Parents Expressed an Interest 
Type of Number of Percent of Number of Percent of Total Percent 
Education Husbands Husbands Wives Wives Number 
None 3,527 37.1 3,515 36.8 7,042 36.9 
Work Toward I 
College Degree 277 2.9 394 4.1 671 3.5 
Courses for 
Job Improvement 2,333 24. 5 650 6.8 2,983 15.7 
' Courses for 
Home Improvement 97 1.1 1,113 11. 7 1,210 6.3 
Courses for 
Personal Growth 912 9.6 1,474 15.4 2,386 12.5 
Other 2,404 25.3 2,408 25.2 4,812 25.2 
I 
I 
Total 9,505 100.5 9,554 100.0 19,059 100.1 
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Fourth, for both the husbands and the wives, a total of 2,386 
indicated an interest in courses for general, personal, and cultural 
purposes. These needs could, to a great extent, be met through non-
credit type course offerings either in the community colleges or the 
local high schools. 
On the basis of this sample of parents who responded, it must be 
concluded that there exists an evident need for courses and programs 
designed to meet the needs of adults. The program of the new college 
must take these needs into account. 
The Program 
The recommendation that the newly established college in the eight-
county area be a four-year, degree-granting institution carries with it 
certain implications regarding its program and curriculum. In the first 
place, the curriculum of the college should have for its central core a 
sound and meaningful liberal arts or general education program. The 
specific character of this aspect of the curriculum should be something 
which would be determined as part of the initial planning for the new 
college. This determination should give full consideration to data 
available regarding the various types of programs in liberal and gen-
eral education which have been in effect in some colleges and univer-
sities throughout the country. These experiences should lead to wise 
decisions as to the content and placement of the genera~ education 
experiences. Thus, consideration ought to be given to providing for 
general education experiences throughout the four years, and to provide 
this experience through inter-disciplinary course offerings. 
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In addition to this fundamental core of liberal arts education, 
the New College program should reflect the needs of the state and the 
eight-county area in business administration, teacher education, science 
and engineering. The data presented in the preceding section and in the 
Appendix tables can be of considerable use in making these determinations. 
Organization 
The recommendation that the new institution be a four-year, degree-
granting college carries with it, of course, a further implication, one 
related to the entire problem of how this new college would relate to 
the present colleges of the area. In view of the fact that the analysis 
of the previous sections has considered the relationship of enrollment 
numbers in the private colleges, the main issue would seem to revolve 
around the relationships of the new college to the Grand Rapids Junior 
College and to Muskegon Community College. It is quite evident to most 
observers of the local scene that the opening of a new four-year, degree-
granting institution in this area would materially affect the college-
parallel programs now offered by these two community-junior colleges. 
Specifically, where now Grand Rapids Junior College finds it has about 
two-thirds of its students in the college-parallel programs, it is rather 
obvious that the new college would be the one to provide the major por-
tion of such education in this area, although it must be pointed out 
that the four-year college does not preclude the continuation of general 
education courses in the community colleges. 
There are, of course, several alternatives which might be considered 
in the organizational structure of the new college. There are three or 
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four considerations, however, pointing toward the desirability of the 
plan being recommended here, namely, that the new college be a four-year, 
degree-granting institution, thus assuming that existing and newly planned 
community colleges in this area give increasing emphasis to technical and 
terminal courses with an adequate program of general education for students 
in these programs. Also, the community colleges would be continuing and 
extending their services to the adults of the communities they serve. 
First, as indicated above, the establishment of such a new college 
would definitely provide for the extension of development of each of the 
community colleges in their unique role of terminal, technical and adult 
education. The rather general lack of emphasis on this role of the community 
college in Michigan and in several other states is rather unfortunate in 
that it is not providing for the post-high school education needs of large 
numbers of young people, and furthermore, it is not providing the technically 
trained personnel needed in business and industry. 
Second, organizing the new college as a separate entity from the 
already existing community-junior colleges provides for developing the 
new four-year college as an institution serving a geographical area en-
compassing at least the eight-county area in this part of the state, rather 
than being characterized as a local, school district institution. 
Third, the recommended organization will provide for clear independence 
of faculties and programs. In the instances where attempts have been made 
to merge degree programs with one and two-year technical-terminal programs, 
there have frequently been problems of faculty relations between the groups 
serving one program or the other. 
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Fourth, the recommendation carries with it the implication that 
the four-year,degree-granting institution be organized under a separate 
Board of Control. The recommendation is further made in this report that 
the Grand Rapids Junior College be placed under a separate Board of 
Control which would be responsible for and draw its support from a broad 
base including more than the single school district in which it is now 
located. In this way, the community college could serve, more effectively 
and adequately, the technical-terminal needs of the youth of this region. 
This implied control by individual boards would give the four-year, 
degree-granting college maximum autonomy in the interest of rapid develop-
ment to the status of a recognized institution of the state. Under this 
arrangement, the college can utilize the resources of the state's out-
standing institutions in developing its programs. 
Control 
The recommendation that the control of Grand Rapids Junior College 
be vested in a separate Board of Control with a broader base of service 
is based on the fundamental principle of providing maximum post-high 
school educational opportunity to the youth of this eight-county area. 
The newly created board should make continuing, intensive studies of the 
technical and terminal needs of the area in order that the college would 
be rendering adequate services here. 
It is the recommendation of this report that the newly established, 
four-year college be organized under the control of a separate Board of 
Control and a Board of Citizen Advisors. 
121 
The Board of Control of the new college should consist of ten members. 
They should serve a six-year term of office with five members being elected 
each three years. A ten-member board would provide for adequate coverage 
of the region and the state on the Board of Control. The length of term 
of office and the change of membership every five years would provide for 
the continuity which is necessary for the development of such an institution. 
The Board of Citizen Advisors is recommended for this new college pri-
marily as a means of assuring maximum support, throughout the state of 
Michigan, for this development. Clearly, the most important function of 
this board would be to advise with the Board of Control on matters pertain-
ing to development and needs of the new college. Such a Board might consist 
of 24 members appointed by the college's Board of Control. The term of 
office should be eight years with one-half the board being elected every 
four years. This arrangement would provide continuity and it would provide 
for new personnel at times not necessarily simultaneous with the Board of 
Control. 
Support 
The new college should be supported by state appropriations in much 
the same manner that the other state-controlled institutions are. This 
would mean deriving about 75 or 80 percent of the general and educational 
budget from such appropriations, with the remainder coming from student 
fees. The tuition of the new college would be established by the Board 
of Control of the college, and, it is recommended that this be set at a 
level comparable to the tuition charges of the other state-controlled 
colleges and universities of the state. 
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The Grand Rapids Junior College, organized on the basis of several 
school districts, would derive its support from this broader base. Local 
revenues would provide a portion of the support; state appropriations, 
similar to those now received by the junior college, would provide another 
portion; and student fees would provide for the remainder. 
The Cost 
It must be emphasized that an attempt to make estimates of 
operating and capital outlay costs for the new college is a most diffi-
cult task. One point can, however, be made. That is that the per-student 
expenditures for general, educational, and capital purposes will be no more 
than that which would have to be made available for the expansion of our 
present colleges and universities in order to provide for these additional 
students. In fact, considering that the proposed college would primarily 
be a commuting institution, total capital outlay expenditures should be 
less than for residence-type institutions. Furthermore, as far as the 
individual student is concerned, for those attending on a commuting basis, 
the total cost of attendance would be considerably less than that required 
for residence students. 
Considerations of financing the operations and capital outlay for 
the new college should be based on the assumption that land might be 
purchased for the college in 1961; instructional facilities should be 
completed by 1964 or 1965; and other facilities would be completed by 
1968-70. Also, it should be assumed that enrollments will increase from 
a student body of about 2,500 in 1965 to about 8,000 or 10,000 in 1975. 
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At least 400 acres of suitable land should be purchased, located 
as suggested in the next section. A building, to house classrooms, faculty 
and administrative offices should be built in time for formal opening of 
classes in the fall of 1964 or 1965. This, of course, would include the 
construction of a library building, also. It is then envisioned that 
student center facilities would be built soon thereafter, and an audi-
torium and fine arts center would be planned for completion in 1968. 
Physical education and athletic facilities should be planned for com-
pletion by 1969-70. 
The Director of the Study strongly urges that before plans progress 
too far along, assuming that the state and the eight-county area support 
the fulfillment of the need identified in this report, an architect and 
planning staff be employed to work with a conunittee of educational con-
sultants in developing the plan for the New College. 
An Alternative Proposal 
The above recommendation regarding the organization and structure 
of the newly established institution of higher education in this area, 
designed to fulfill the need identified in this report, is not the only 
proposal worthy of consideration. As part of this report, an alternative 
proposal is made. The proposal, although not as highly preferred as the 
first, should be given due consideration. 
It is recommended that, as an alternative method of providing for 
the higher education needs of the eight-county area, a state-supported, 
degree-granting institution be established which encompasses, at the 
outset, only the junior and senior years of undergraduate programs. 
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The freshman and sophomore years of the undergraduate programs would 
be provided by existing and to-be-established conununity and junior 
colleges in this area, including the cities of Grand Haven and Holland. 
What has been said regarding the control and plans for a new four-
year, degree-granting institution would hold, all or in part, for this 
alternative recommendation, except that: (1) expanded junior college 
facilities would have to be provided in the Grand Rapids and Muskegon 
areas, and (2) additional junior college facilities would have to be 
established in several cities of the eight-county area if the need cited 
previously is to be met adequately. In essence, then, the two-year 
junior colleges of the area would be the primary source of students for 
the new college. 
Location of the New College 
The attention given, in the preceding sections, to the provision 
of adequate educational services to the youth of this.area would rather 
clearly imply that the decision for locating the New College would have 
to be based on such considerations. In other words, the site for the 
New College should be most readily accessible to the largest proportion 
of the college-age youth of the eight-county area. Considering this 
factor, and the developments of highway arteries in this area, the most 
logical location for the new college appears to be just west of the City 
of Grand Rapids. The location should be readily accessible to the metro-
politan development of Grand Rapids, as well as to the population con-
centrations in Muskegon, Holland, and Grand Haven. The location should 
also provide for services to youth in a wide band, running north and 
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south just west of Grand Rapids, and should not exclude the youth of 
the other adjacent counties either. It is recommended that the deci-
sion regarding a specific site be reached only after thorough discussion 
and investigation of the matter by the Legislative and Citizens Conunittees. 
CHAPTER V 
Summary, Conclusions 2 and RecommE ·1.dations 
The manifestation of increasing needs for higher education in the 
state of Michigan is not a phenomenon unique to our state. Nor is the 
concern as to how this need is to be met unique to the state of Michigan. 
Throughout our country, and the world, for that matter, nations have been 
recognizing the need for increasing and raising the level of education of 
their populations. Increased recognition is evident regarding the general 
social values associated with more widely available educational oppor-
tunities. 
The state of Michigan is one of many states expressing concern 
about ways and means of providing adequate educational opportunity be-
yond the high school for an ever-increasing number of young people and 
adults seeking such education. Along with this general concern regarding 
adequate provisions for higher education in the state are manifested 
certain specific concerns regarding the nature of these provisionso 
First, not only must the provisions be made for increasing numbers 
of youth seeking higher educational opportunity, but these opportunities 
must be provided so that they are appropriate to the abilities and interests 
of the students seeking the education. In other words, post-high school 
education programs, if they are to meet the needs of our youth, should 
be diverse enough to provide curricula appropriate to the abilities and 
interests of these students. This assumes, of course, that there is 
general agreement on the basic principle that educational opportunity 
should be provided for a maximum number of our citizens. 
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Second, if this opportunity, appropriate to the abilities and 
interests of college-age youth, is to be made available to a maximum 
number of them, these provisions should be made on an effective geo-
graphical basis. Studies show that, in general. most students attend-
ing a given college come from an area within 50-75 miles of the institu-
tion. Other studies show that proximity to an institution determines, 
or at least affects, the percentage of college-age youth who will attend 
college from any given area. These factors, then, indicate the need 
for making judgments regarding the geographical distribution of newly 
established colleges in the state of Michigan. Of course, not all pro-
grams of higher education can be given the same, wide geographical 
distribution, For example, it would seem rather evident that programs 
leading to the undergraduate degree, and programs providing technical 
and terminal education at the freshman and sophomore levels need to be 
given a much wider geographical distribution than would programs of 
graduate and professional study. For one thing, there are smaller number 
of individuals to be served in the latter; and, furthermore, programs 
at this level have been shown to be considerably more expensive than 
most undergraduate programs and, hence, require much more state-wide 
coordination and cooperation among the colleges and universities than do 
the undergraduate programs. The point is that the maximum utilization 
of the state's human and financial resources will require increasing 
cooperation and coordination of effort with most graduate and professional 
programs, if their level of excellence is to be retained in the future. 
One other point should be given emphasis. The stress laid on 
excellence of graduate and professional programs is a stress that must 
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be given to all undergraduate programs as well. A general principle 
might be that, in the state of Michigan, all of our colleges and univer-
sities must be provided adequate support in order that they may maintain 
undergraduate programs of equally high quality. Then, funds for graduate 
and professional programs would be appropriated to a limited number of 
our state-controlled institutions, especially for programs of teaching 
and research at the doctorate level. 
Summary 
This study has summarized and analyzed certain data on selected 
factors which are thought to be relevant in making a judgment regarding 
the need for additional facilities for higher education in the eight-
county area consisting of the following counties: Allegan, Barry, Ionia, 
Kent, Montcalm, Muskegon, Newaygo, and Ottawa. Certain of these data 
are also presented for the state of Michigan as a whole. 
Economy 
Data on almost any business and economic factors for the state 
indicate a generally vigorous and prospering economy. The state has, 
of course, felt its share of the 1958 recession as well as the effects 
of the recent steel strike. By most economists, these are considered 
as temporary lapses in the upward economic trend of the country and 
the state. 
A summary of economic data for the eight counties reveals consid-
erable variation among these eight counties. On the several factors 
presented in this study, Kent, Muskegon, and Ottawa counties, generally 
1~ 
in that order, manifest strengths proportional to their individual 
populations. The only exception is in the value of agricultural prod-
ucts, where six of the eight counties, excluding Kent and Muskegon, 
show relatively high standings. This, however, does not compensate for 
the much larger proportion of the value of production by manufacture 
in the eight-county area. The point to be made here is that, if addi= 
tional facilities for higher education are needed, then these should 
be provided and financed with a broad enough base so that need rather 
than economic ability will be the main determiner. 
Population 
Data presented in this study on population trends indicate that 
the general population increase for the state of Michigan will be about 
29.9 percent between 1957 and 1970, and about 28.0 percent for the eight 
counties as a group. It is clear, however, that the rate of population 
increase in the individual counties in this group will vary considerably 
from only 10.7 percent in Ionia county to about 36.8 percent in Ottawa 
county. 
Of primary importance in determinations of need for higher educa-
tional programs and facilities will be the number of people seeking such 
a level of education. The number of individuals seeking a higher educa-
tion will, of course, depend upon the number of youth of college-age, 
or of an age normally associated with college attendance. Although it 
is perfectly clear that the age span of youth in colleges and universi-
ties is being extended, in this study use has been made of the age-range 
typically used in such studies, namely, 18-21. It should also be pointed 
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out that in making these projections of college-age youth, the factors 
of in-migration and out-migration have not been taken into consideration. 
This was done not because they are not considered to be important, but 
because the variation due to th~se factors is particularly difficult to 
predict. 
Projections of college-age youth (18-21 year olds) were made for 
1965, 1970, and for 1975. Such projections were made for the state of 
Michigan and for the eight-county area. The projections used in this 
study were made by using recorded births and applying existing insurance 
survival tables. 
For the state of Michigan, these estimates yield projections of 
520,705 college-age youth for 1965; 595,222 by 1970; and 709,259 by 
1975. For the eight-county area these projections are 55,837 for 1965; 
63,314 for 1970; and 72,500 for 1975. 
College Enrollments 
The most direct method of making estimates of college enrollments 
for the state of Michigan or for the eight-county area is to make some 
estimate of the percentage that college enrollments will be of the college-
age youth at any given time. For example, in 1957, the total college 
enrollments in the state of Michigan were 39.4 percent of the total college-
age population in the state. One might make several asst.nnptions regarding 
this percentage. The most conservative, and probably the most unrealistic, 
assumption is that this percentage will not increase. Another assumption, 
and probably the more accurate, is that the percentage will increase at 
some rate similar to the increases of the past, and that at some later 
date it may well reach a plateau. 
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Using the above two .assumptions, one obtains two estimates of college 
enrollments for the state: 205,157 and 228,589 for 1965; 234,517 and 267,849 
for 1970; and 279,464 and 319,185 for 1975, For 1970 and 1975, the second 
of the two figures assumes that the percentage that college enrollments are 
of college-age youth will plateau at 45.0 percent. 
For the eight-county area, assuming that either 30 percent or 40 
percent of the college-age youth will attend, the following projections 
are obtained: 16,751 and 22,334 for 1965; 18,996 and 25,328 for 1970; 
and 21,750 and 29,000 for 1975. 
It may well be that the assumption that at most 40 percent of the 
college-age youth will be attending college is much too conservative, if 
the data gathered for this survey can be used as a basis for drawing a 
general conclusion. Of 7,755 students who were asked to indicate their 
level of educational aspiration, over 56 percent indicated that they were 
*'very certain" or "fairly certain" of going on to school beyond the high 
school. The responses of these students are also fairly well substantiated 
by the data gathered from their parents. Of the parents, 21 percent indi-
cate their desire to send their son or daughter to technical or business 
training and over 54 percent would like to see their son or daughter go 
on through college or through college and obtain an advanced degree. A 
.. 
preliminary analysis of the 1959 high school graduates from the high schools 
of Grand Rapids indicates that between 40 and 50 percent are currently 
in some post-high school educational institution. 
In summary, the projections made in this study would indicate that, 
compared with 1957, the number of college enrollees from the eight-county 
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area will have doubled by 1970 and by 1975 the number will be two-and-
one-half times as large as in 1957. 
Level of Present Higher Education Service in Eight-County Area 
An attempt was made to describe the level of present higher edu-
cation service available to students in the eight-county area in terms 
of colleges located in the region as well as the percentage of college-
age youth now attending college from these counties. Except for the 
three counties, Kent, Muskegon, and Ottawa, the percentages are low 
compared to other counties of the state of Michigan. It must be pointed 
out, however, that the colleges, both public and private, located in 
this area, have been rendering an increasing service to students seek-
ing a higher education. This increased service has been offered to stu-
dents from within Michigan and to students from out-of-state. The out-
of-state services are of particular importance in two of the private 
colleges, while the two community colleges have rendered service mainly 
to students from the immediate area. Also of some significance is the 
fact that this increased service is indicated in the fact that the total 
enrollments of the eight-county colleges as a percentage of the total 
college enrollments in Michigan has risen during the past five years. 
Computations made for this study indicate that by 1965 there may 
be 6,000 young people in the eight-county area seeking a higher educa-
tion for whom there will not be a facility available. This conclusion 
is based on a comparison of the projected college enrollments from this 
region and the total enrollments envisioned by presently existing colleges 
and universities of the state as they plan to expand in the future. By 
1970, this figure will still be at least 5,000. 
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Recommendations and Conclusions 
On the basis of the data gathered and analyzed for this study, and 
consideration of some of <the principles cited previously, the following 
recommendations and additional conclusions are made: 
1. There exists the need for an additional facility to 
provide educational programs beyond the high school 
in this area. 
2. Although the need appears to be apparent for a variety 
of programs and institutions, first priority considera-
tion should be given to the implementation of plans for 
the establishment of a new, four=year, degree-granting 
college in this eight-county area. Specifically, the 
realization of such a college should be a fact by 1965. 
It seems reasonable to estimate the enrollments for the 
new college at 2,500 for 1965; 5,000 for 1970; and 8,000 
to 10,000 by 1975. 
The other alternative to this recommendation was 
briefly presented in body of this report. Also sug-
gested for consideration was the possibility of estab-
lishing a new degree-granting, state-supported college 
in this area with only the junior and senior years of 
college on its cam.pus. This suggestion carries with it 
the necessity of extending present junior college facili-
ties in Grand Rapids and Muskegon, and establishing new 
ones in other cities of the eight-county area. 
3. The new college should be organized as an educational 
unit, under state control and with state support, with 
its own board of trustees. It is suggested that there 
be at least nine members on the board, with terms of 
office so rotated as to provide maximum continuity of 
office. 
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4. There should be established, in addition to the Board 
of Trustees of the college, a Board of Citizen Advisors, 
in order that maximum assurance can be given to the 
successful development of the institution. The mem-
bers of this Board should be selected by the elected 
Board of Trustees, with a term of office at least six 
years in length. 
5. It is recommended that tuition charges at the new college 
be comparable to the charges in our other state-controlled 
colleges. 
6. It is recommended that the educational program of the new 
college be developed with a strong undergraduate, liberal 
arts emphasis. In addition, the program should offer 
work in carefully identified majors in liberal arts, 
science, mathematics, languages, fine arts, teaching, 
business administration, engineering, and international 
programs. It is further recommended that the development 
of the curriculum of the new college be carried out with 
full advice and support of the educational leaders of the 
state's colleges and universities. 
The Director of the Study is making the suggestion 
that, in the interest of an adequate and effective 
program of higher education, the three state univer-
sities now offering extension programs in this area 
give consideration to the establishment of a coopera-
tive, continuing education center. Such a center, 
which might actually be located on a campus with the 
\ 
new college, would provide graduate and adult educa-
tion programs for this area. 
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7. It is recommended that the development of the new 
college should provide a particular emphasis on general, 
cultural programs available to the entire area being 
served. 
8. It is recommended that at least 400 acres of land be 
provided for the college. The reconunendation is also 
made that a classroom and administration building be 
completed by 1965. Also included here should be a 
library facility. Then, by 1968 and 1970 additional 
plans to be added would include a student center, an 
auditorium and fine arts center, and physical education 
and athletic facilities. It is strongly recommended 
that consideration of building plans be given a suf-
ficient amount of time, and that educational and archi-
tectural planners be involved at every stage of the 
planning. 
9. It is the recommendation of the study that the new 
college be located so that it will provide the needed 
services to a maximum number of youth and adults. It 
is recommended that the new college be located just 
west of the city of Grand Rapids. 
10. The establishment of the proposed new college will 
have implications for the educational programs of 
the local colleges, especially the junior and com-
munity colleges in Grand Rapids and Muskegon. It is 
the recommendation of this study that the program of 
Grand Rapids Junior College be re-aligned to conform 
more closely with the objectives and purposes generally 
associated with community colleges. Its program, and 
that of Muskegon Community College, should provide for 
the technical-terminal program needs indicated in the 
data of this survey by students and parents. Not to be 
overlooked, however, is the continuing need for the 
provision of certain general education programs to 
accompany the technical-terminal programs. 
11. Therefore, it is recommended that the area of service 
of Grand Rapids Junior College should be extended to 
include several additional school districts. This 
will provide a broader base of financial support and 
a broader area of service. 
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12. It is further recommended that Grand Rapids Junior 
College be then re-established under a separate board 
of control, with an elected membership from the area 
of its financial support. 
13. Finally, it is reconunended that the Legislative and 
Citizens Committees now proceed to develop detailed 
plans for the New College in the eight-county area. 
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-APPENDIX 
Table A-1. Sex of Participating High School 
Students in the Grand Rapids Area 
- l 
Sex of Students Number Percent 
-
Male 3,832 49.4% 
Female 3,862 49.8% 
No Response 63 .8% 
Total 7,757 100.0% 
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Table A-2. Present Course of Study of 10th and 12th 
Grade Pupils Queried: 
Respon,se 10th & 12th Grade Pupils 
Number Percent 
College 
Preparatory 3,544 45.69 
General 2,074 26.74 
Commercial 
(Business) 1,467 18.91 
Vocational 341 4.39 
Other 188 2.42 
No Response 141 1.81 
Total 7,755 99. 96 * 
I 
__ ,. __ 
---· 
*Inmost tables, the percentages do not add 
to 100, due to rounding error. 
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Table A-3. S:-i2dE:nts' VocatL:mal Plans 
Question: If you plan to attend college, what vocation 
do you plan to enter after you complete your 
education? 
10th & 12.th % 9f Total 
Vocations Grade Students N:5,780 
Undecided 1,089 18.8 
Accounting 107 1.8 
Agriculture 146 2.5 
Architecture 79 1.3 
Anned Services 134 2.3 
Art, or Art & Crafts 109 1.8 
Auto-Airplane Mechanic 161 2.7 
Banking 13 . 2 
Beautician-Barber 211 3.6 
Building Trades 37 . 6 
Business Administration 202 3.4 
Chemistry 62 1.0 
Community Service 4 .06 
Dental Technology 15 . 2 
Dentistry 42 . 7 
Drafting 83 1.4 
Electronics 121 2.0 
Engineering 399 6.9 
Government Service 52 .8 
Homemaking 43 . 7 
Industrial Foremen 5 .06 
Journalism 48 .8 
L,.,b Technician 36 .6 
Law 77 1.3 
Medical Technology 43 .8 
Medicine 112 1.9 
Metal Trades 49 .8 
Ministry - Rel. Educ. 90 1.5 
Music 69 1.1 
Nursing 411 7.1 
Pharmacy 49 .8 
Radio - TV 36 .6 
Retailing & Whsl. 24 .4 
Salesmanship 21 .4 
Science Research 65 1.1 
Secretarial 423 7.3 
Social Work 59 1. 0 
Teaching 712 12.3 
Vet Medicine 21 .4 
Other 321 5. ,5 
Total: 5,780 
Based on 5,780 responses. 
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Table A-4. Type of College P_rogram Expected fo_r Students by Parents 
Que,stion: If you feel your child might attend such a college or 
university, what type of educational program would you 
expect him to take? 
Parents of 10th I Parents of 
Vocations & 12th Graders 2nd Graders Total 
No. I % No. % 
Undecided 1,220 27.3 2,639 62.8 3,859 
Accounting 102 2.2 31 . 7 133 
Agriculture 126 2.8 38 .9 164 
Architecture 64 1.4 21 .5 85 
Armed Services 60 1.3 16 .3 76 
Art, or Art & Crafts 90 2.0 62 1.4 152 
Auto-Airplane Mechanic 116 2.6 23 . 5 139 
Banking 14 .3 6 . 1 20 
Beautician-Barber 141 3.1 32 . 7 173 
Building Trades 28 . 6 28 .6 56 
Business Administration 222 4.9 100 2.3 322 
Chemistry 44 .9 18 .4 62 
Community Service 7 .1 3 .07 10 
Dental Technology 14 .3 12 . 2 26 
Dentistry 31 .6 26 .6 57 
Drafting 55 1. 2 10 . 2 65 
Electronics 91 2.0 59 1.4 150 
Engineering 313 7.0 187 4.4 500 
Government Service 28 .6 6 .1 34 
Homemaking 47 .9 40 .9 87 
Industrial Foremen 6 .1 1 .02 7 
Journalism 30 . 6 8 .1 38 
Lab Technician 31 . 6 12 . 2 43 
Law 40 .8 20 .4 60 
Medical Technology 42 .8 15 .3 57 
Medicine 63 1.4 81 1. 9 144 
Metal Trades 50 1.1 5 .09 55 
Ministry - Rel. Educ. 60 1.3 58 1.3 118 
Music 51 1.1 24 . 6 75 
Nursing 266 5.9 218 5.1 484 
Pharmacy 29 . 6 9 .1 38 
Radio - TV 17 .3 8 .1 25 
Retailing & Whsl. Trades 14 .3 4 .08 18 
Salesmanship 12 . 2 5 .09 17 
Science Research 59 1.3 56 1.3 115 
Secretarial 301 6.7 67 1.5 368 
Social Work 40 .8 9 .1 49 
Teaching 447 10.0 201 4.7 648 
Vet Medicine 14 .3 14 .3 28 
Other 68 1.5 43 1.0 111 
Total 4,453 4,200 I 8,653 I 
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Table A-5. Comparison of Sex of High School Pupils Queried 
and Planning for College 
- - -
Sex of Respondents 
Planning for College 
Male Female 
No. % No. % 
No Intention of Going 869 22.68 1,082 28.01 
Have Been Accepted 423 11.04 486 12.58 
Have Made Application 224 5.84 193 4.99 
Have Rec'd or Written 235 6.13 345 8.93 
for Information 
Have Established Contact 91 2.37 78 2.01 
with a College Rep re sen-
tative 
May Go But No Plans Made 1,896 49.49 1,561 40.41 
No Response 94 2.45 117 3.02 
Total 3,831 100.00 3,862 99.95 
- -
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Total 
No. % 
1,951 25.36 
909 11. 81 
417 5.42 
580 7.53 
169 2.19 
3,457 44.93 
211 2.74 
7,693 99.98 
Table A-6. College Attendance of Siblings of 10th and 12th 
Grade Pupils Now or in Past 
Question: Do you have one or more older brothers or sisters 
now in college, or in the past? 
Response Number Percent 
Yes 1,669 21. 52 
No 5,750 74.14 
Don't Know 53 .68 
No Response 283 3.64 
Total 7,755 99.98 
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Table A-7. Present Course of Study of 10th and 12th Grade Pupils 
Grade in School Total 
Present Course of Study 10th Grade 12th Grade 
No. % No. % No. % 
College Preparatory 2,132 44.90 1,405 47. 77 3,537 46.00 
General 1,299 27.35 111 26.21 2,070 26. 92 
Commercial (Business) 871 18.34 590 20.06 1,461 19.00 
Vocational 233 4.90 104 3.53 337 4.38 
Other 143 3.01 44 1.49 187 2.43 
No Response 70 1.47 27 .91 97 1. 26 
Total 4,748 99.97 2,941 99.91 7,689 99.99 
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Table A-8. Educational Aspirations of 10th and 12th Graders Queried 
Grade in School Total Educational Aspiration 10th Graders 1:2th Graders 
No. % No. % No., % 
Through High School 1,684 35.46 883 30.02 2,567 33.38 
I 
High School plus Tech-
nical or Business 
Training 832 17.52 553 18.80 1,385 18.01 
Through College 1,564 32.94 1,020 34.68 2,584 33.60 
College p 1 us Advanced 
Degree 407 8.57 344 11.69 751 9.76 
Other 105 2.21 58 1. 97 163 2.11 
No Response 156 3.28 83 2.82 239 3.10 
Total 4,748 99.98 2,941 99.98 7,689 99,96 
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Table A-9. Plans of 10th and 12th Graders for College Attendance 
-
Grade in High School 
Plans for College 10th Grade 12th Grade Total Attendance 
No. % No. % No. % 
No Intention of 
Attending 1,220 25.69 730 24.82 1,950 25.36 
Have Been Accepted 5 .10 904 30.73 909 11.82 
Have Made Application 14 . 29 401 13. 63 415 5.39 
Have Rec'd or Re-
quested Information 401 8.44 177 6.01 578 7.51 
Have Made Contact with 
a Representative 113 2.37 56 1. 90 169 2.19 
May Go but Made 
No Plans 2,853 60.08 608 20.67 13,461 45.01 
I 
I 
No Response 142 2.99 65 2.21 I 207 2.69 
I 
Total 4,748 99.96 2,941 99.91 7,689 99.97 
I 
' 
Table A-10. Certainty of Entering Post-High School Specialized Training 
or College of 10th and 12th Graders Queried 
Certainty of Entering Post-
High School Specialized Grade in High School Totals 
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., 
Trainin2: 10th Grade' 12th Grade Number Percent 
No. % No. % 
Very Certain 1119 23.56 1267 43.08 2386 31. 03 
Fairly Certain 1447 30.47 531 18.05 1978 25. 72 
No Intention Of 1010 21.27 592 20.12 1602 20.83 
Don't Know 1155 24.32 540 18.36 1695 22.04 
No Response 17 .35 11 .37 28 .36 
I 
Total 4748 99.97 2941 99.98 7689 I 99.98 
Table A-11. Comparison of Sex of High School Pupils Queried and Present 
Course of Study in High School 
Present Course of Sex of Respondents 
Study Male Female Total 
No. % No. % No. % 
College Preparatory 1865 48.93 1674 43.34 3539 45 .99 
General 1351 35.25 717 18.56 2068 26.87 
Commercial (Business) 158 4.12 1305 33.79 1463 19 .01 
Vocational 275 7.17 64 1. 65 339 4.40 
Other 127 3.31 60 1. 55 187 2.43 
No Response 56 1. 46 42 1.08 98 1. 27 
Total 3832 100.24 3862 99.97 7694 99.97 
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Table A-12. ~arison of Sex of High School Pupils Queried and Certainty 
Q;LAi:t~nding a New Four-Year, State-Supported Ca] lege... 
Certainty of Attending Sex of Respondents 
New Four-Year College Male Female Total 
No. % No. % No. o/,. 
Very Certain to Attend 392 10.22 366 
' 
9.47 758 9.85 
Probably Attend 857 22.36 721 18.66 1578 20.50 
Uncertain 1389 36.24 1370 35. 47 2759 35.85 
Probably Not Attend 570 14.87 698 18.07 1268 16.48 
~ 
Certain Not to Attend 469 12.23 590 15.27 1059 13.76 
No Response 155 4.04 117 3.02 272 3.53 
~ 
Total 3832 99.96 3862 99.96 7694 99.97 
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Table A-13. Comparison of Sex of High School Pupils Queried and Certainty 
of Attending an Area Community Junior College 
Sex of Respondents 
Certainty of Total 
Attending a Community Male Female 
Junior College No. % No. % No. % 
Very Certain 
to Attend 441 11.50 462 11.96 903 11. 73 
Probably Attend 568 14.82 502 12.99 1,070 13.90 
Uncertain 1,280 33.40 1,181 30.58 2,461 31. 98 
Probably Not Attend 777 20.27 824 21.33 1,601 20.80 
Certain Not to 
Attend 616 16.07 768 19.88 1,384 17.98 
No Response 150 3.91 125 3. 23 275 3.57 
Total 3,832 99.97 3,862 99.97 7,694 99.96 
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Table A-14. 10th and 12th Grade P,u~ils' Certainty of Attending 
Area Community Junior Colleges 
School 
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Certainty of Grade in High 
- Total 
Attending an Area Com- 10th Grade 12th Grade 
munity Jr. College No. I % No. % No. % 
Very Certain 
to Attend 369 7. 77 531 18.05 900 11. 70 
Probably Attend 754 15.88 316 10.74 1,070 13.91 
Uncertain 1,722 36.26 744 25. 29 2,466 32.07 
Probably Not Attend 957 20.15 639 21. 72 1,596 20. 75 
Certain Not to Attend 758 15. 96 625 21.25 1,383 17.98 
No Response 188 3.95 86 2.92 274 3.56 
' 
-
-
' Total 4,748 99.97 2,941 99.97 7,689 99.97 
Table A-15. Formal Training of Heads of Households 
Parents of 10th & 12th Grade 
Response Husband Wife 
No. % No. % 
Did Not Complete 287 142 
8th Grade 5.73 2.83 
Completed 8th Grade 996 764 
Only 19 .91 15.27 
Some High School 1151 1214 
23.01 24.27 
Completed High School 1277 1718 
25.52 34.35 
Some College 480 472 
9.59 9 .43 
Completed College 331 291 
6.61 5.81 
Professional or 203 156 
Graduate School 4.05 3.11 
No Response 277 245 
5.53 4.89 
Totals 5002 5002 
99.95 99.96 
Parents of 2nd Grade Totals 
Husband Wife Husbands Wives 
No. % No. % No. % No. % 
I 
202 I 106 489 248 
4.43 2.32 I 5.11 2.59 
I 
496 I 321 
I 
·)1492 1085 
10.88 I 7 .041 15.60 11.34 
I 1 
974 886 j2125 · 2100 
21.36 19.43 22.22 21.96 
1330 11898 2607 3616 
29 .17 i 41.64 27.26 37.82 
555 15s5 l 1035 1057 
12.17 I 12.83 10.82 11.05 I 
485 312 816 I 603 
10.64 6.84 8.53 6.30 
' 266 155 469 311 
5.83 3.40 4.90 3.25 
250 I 295 527 540 
5.48 I 6.47 5.51 5.64 
I 
I I I 
4558 14558 19560 9560 
99.96 99.97 99.95 99.95 
Total All 
Husbands & Wives 
No. % 
737 
3.85 
2577 
13.47 
4225 
22.09 
6223 
32.54 
2092 
10.94 
1419 
7 .42 
780 
4.07 
1067 
5.58 
19120 
99 .96 
I-' 
V1 
N 
Table A-16. Attitudes of Participating Parents Toward College Attendance 
Question: In general, who do you feel should be 
permitted to go to college? 
No. and% of Participating Parents of: 
2nd Grade Pupils 10 & 12 Grade Pupils Total 
No. % No. % No. % 
Those with Superior 
Ability 142 3.1 147 2.9 
-
3.0 
Those with Ability 
- Who Have the 
Financial Means 285 6.2 21S 5.5 - 5.9 
All Who Have 
Ability to Profit 
from, Regardless of 
Means 3,916 85.9 4,430 88.5 
-
87.4 
Other 31 . 7 26 . 5 
-
. 6 
Total Responses 4,558 5,002 9,560 
No Response 184 124 308 
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Table A-17. Parent's Plans For Children's Post-High School Education 
(Based on 9,561 Questionnaries of Parents of 2nd, 10th & 12th Grade Pupils) 
Response 
N o Plans At Present 
L eaving It Up To Child 
A Definite Education 
Savings Program 
H elp Child Work His Way 
E xpect Child To Win A 
Scholarship 
E xpect Child To Be 
Trained At Government 
Expense 
0 ther 
N o Response 
T otal 
I 
Parents of 
10 & 12 Graders 
No. °la 
931 18.61 
1359 27.16 
575 11.49 
1855 37.08 
63 1.25 
54 1.07 
32 .63 
133 . 2.65 
5002 99.94 
Parents of 
2nd Graders 
No. I <fa ' 
1402 30.75 
671 14.72 
847 18.58 
1461 32.05 
23 .50 
10 .21 
19 .41 
125 2.74 
4558 99.96 
Total 
No. 
2333 
2030 
1422 
3316 
86 
64 
51 
258 
9561 
<fa 
24.40 
21.23 
14.87 
34.68 
.89 
.66 
.53 
2.69 
99.95 
r-' 
\Jl 
_f:::-
Table A-18. Additional Educational Aspirations of Heads of Households 
Parents - 10 & 12 Graders Parents - 2nd Graders 
Response I Husbands i Wives Husbands Wives 
No. % No. % No. % No. % 
None 2225 2218 1302 1297 
4-4.48 44.34 28.56 28.45 
Work on College 115 169 162 225 
Degree 2.29 3.37 3.23 4.93 
Courses For Job and 961 373 1372 277 
Status Improvement 19 .21 7 .45 30.10 6.07 
Courses For Home 44 477 53 636 
Improvement .87 9.53 1.16 13.95 
Courses For Self- 443 655 469 819 
Broadening 8.85 13.09 10.28 17 .96 
-
I 
Other 46 58 87 87 
.91 1.15 1. 90 1.90 
No Response 1168 1052 1113 1217 
23.35 21.03 24.41 26.70 
Total 5002 5002 4558 4558 
,99 .96 99.96 ,99. 64 99 .96 
I 
I 
! 
I 
I 
1 
I 
I 
l 
I 
i 
i 
I 
Totals 
Husbands Wives 
No. % i No. % 
3527 3515 
36.89 36.76 
277 i 394 
2. 89 I 4.12 
2333 i 650 I 24.40 6.79 
I 
97 I 1113 
1.01 I 11.64 I 
I 
912 I 1474 9.53 15.41 
I 
: 
133 I 145 I 
1.39 I 1.51 i 
j 
2281 I 2269 
23.85 , 23.73 
! 
I 
9560 19560 
99.96 99.96 
,.... 
Vt 
Vt 
Table A-19, Parent's Attitude re: Certainty of Children Attending One of Area's Accredited 
Community or Junior Colleges 
Pa.nents of Parents of Total 
Response lCJ & 12 Graders 2nd Graiers 
No. °lo No. % No. °lo 
Very Certain 759 15.17 566 12.41 1325 13.85 
to Attend 
Probably 1192 23.83 1560 34.22 2752 28.78 
Attend 
Uncertain 1862 37.22 1879 41.22 3741 39.12 
Probably Not 674 13.47 312 6,84 986 10.31 
Attend 
Certain Not 351 7.01 167 1.46 418 4.37 
to Attend 
No Response 164 3.27 174 3.81 338 3.53 
Total 5002 99.97 4558 99.96 9561 9996 
I-' 
\.J1 
°' 
Table A-20. 10th and 12th Grade Pupils_' Certaintv of_ Attending a 
New Four-Year, State-Supported College 
Grade in High School Certainty of Total Attending 10th Grade 12th Grade 
New College 
No. I % No. % No. % f 
1 
-
Very Certain I I I 
to Attend 410 I 8.63 349 11. 86 759 9. 87 
I 
Probably Attend 1,003 I 21.12 572 19.44 1,575 20.48 
! 
Uncertain 1,782 37. 53 982 33.39 2,764 35.94 
Probably Not 
Attend 737 15.52 528 17.95 1,265 16.45 
Certain Not 
to Attend 640 I 13.47 417 14.17 1,057 13.74 I , 
! 
I 
No Response 176. i ! 3.70 93 3.16 269 2.71 
l 
I 
I 
Total 4,748 I 99.97 2,941 99.97 7,689 99.19 
I I, 
157 
Table A-21. ·-.Certainty of Students Attendance at a New Four--Year, State-Supported College 
as. Perceived by Parents. 
(Based on 9,560 Questionnaires of Parents of 2nd, 10th and 12th Grade Pupils) 
Parents of Parents of 
No. % No. I % l\lr, "/_ 
l Very Certain 775 15. 49 688 I 15.09 1463 15. 30 I to Attend i 
-
l 
Probably 1470 29. 39 I 1740 I 38.17 3210 33.57 ! I i Attend I 
Uncertain 1794 35.87 I 1717 37.67 3511 3,s :12 I 
i 
Probably Not 593 11.85 i 200 4.38 I 793 8.29 Attend ! 
I l 
Certain Not 288 5.75 I 41 i . 89 I 329 3.44 
I 
to Attend I i 
I 
i 
I 
I i No Response 82 1. 63 I 172 3. 77 I 254 2.66 I f 
I I I Total 5002 99.98 I 4558 I 99.97 9560 99.98 
,... 
V1 
00 
Table A-22, Comparison of Parents (10th & 12th Grade) certainty That Children Will Attend an Established 
Area Junior College and Distance of Residence From Grand Rapids 
Parent's Certainty of Children's Attendance 
Distance Residing Very Certain Probably Uncertain Probably Certain Not No Total 
From Grand Rapids to Attend Att2nd Not Attend to Attend Response 
No. % No, % . No, % No. % No. % No. % No. % 
0 - 4 miles I 385 446 508 198 94 15 1646 55.47 39.46 28.33 30,46 28.14 33.33 35.42 
! 
5 - 9 miles I 66 120 148 55 22 3 414 9,51 10.61 8.25 
' 
8.46 3.38 6,66 :J. 91 
10 - 19 miles I 91 141 I 235 71 36 5 579 13.11 12.47 13.10 10.92 10. 77 11.11 12 .46 
20 - 30 miles I 84 218 431 I 136 I 86 962 I 7 12,10 19. 29 24.03 20.92 25.74 15.55 20.70 
30 miles + 68 205 471 I 190 96 15 1045 9. 79 18.14 26.26 29.23 28.74 33.33 I 22. 49 
I I Total 694 1130 1793 650 ' 334 45 4646 
99.98 99.97 99.97 I 99.99 I 96. n 99.98 99.98 
I-' 
VI 
\0 
Table A-23. Comparison of 10th and 12th Grade Pupils' Educational Aspirations and Formal Training of Parents. 
Formal Training of Parents of 10th & 12th Grade Pupils 
Educ.Aspirations Completed Some Completed Some or 
of 10th & 12th 8th Grade High High Some Completed Completed No 
Grade Pupils or Less School School College College Professional Paesponse 
or Graduate 
School 
Through High 
School N 637 722 859 146 78 47 67 
% 24. 70 28.00 33.32 5.66 3.02 1.81 2.59 
High ::ichool t'lus 
Specialized, 
;',-, 1~ni_cal or 
Business 
Training N 226 351 495 120 86 71 31 
% 16.27 25.26 35.63 8.C; 6.19 5.10 2.23 
Through 
College N 211 382 899 372 467 219 28 
% 8.14 14.76 34. 72 14.36 18.03 8.4'1 1 08 
College Plus 
Advanced 
Degree N 43 80 229 95 171 125 8 
% 5. 71 10.62 30.41 12.61 22.70 16.60 1.06 
Other, . 
No Response, 
Etc. N 28 34 63 11 10 11 4 
% 17.18 20.85 38.65 6.74 6.13 6.75 2.45 
Total N 1145 1569 2545 744 1556 473 138 
% 15.32 20.99 34.06 9.95 20.82 6.33 1. 84 
. 
Total 
2578 
34.50 
1389 
18.59 
2589 
'l/, i;c; 
753 
10.08 
163 
2.18 
7472 
100.00 
I-' 
°' 0 
Table A· 
Formal 
Training 
of Fathers 
of 10 & 12 
Grade uupils 
id riot 
omplete 
th Grade 
ompleted 
th Grade 
nly 
ome High 
chool 
ompleted 
igh 
chool 
ome 
allege 
ompleted 
allege 
rofessional 
r Graduate 
chool 
0 
esponse 
T otal 
Comparison of Training of Fathers of 10th and 12th Grade Pupils With Parental Aspirations for 
Children's Education. 
r Aspirations of Parents for Children's Education 
High School 
Plus Specia-
lizied Train- College and I 
Through ing, Tech., Through Advanced No Total 
--High School or Business College Degree Other Response Number Per Cent 
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 
127 78 65 9 0 8 287 5.73 
10.61 
I 6.97 3.01 2.36 6.40 -
385 248. 282 41 7 34 997 19.92 
32.19 22.18 13.09 10.78 23.33 27.20 
340 314 409 50 9 29 1151 23.00 
28.42 28.08 18.98 13.15 30.00 23.20 
217 298 644 85 7 26 1277 25.53 
18.14 26.65 29.89 22.36 23,33 20.80 
22 83 301 66 1 7 480 9,59 
1.83 7.42 13.97 17.36 3,33 5.60 
9 17 246 55 1 3 331 6.61 
I 
,75 1.52 11.42 14.47 3,33 2.40 
' 
10 14 124 53 0 2 203 4.05 
.83 1.25 5,75 13.94 - 1.60 
83 16 86 66 21 5 277 5,53 
7,lQ 5,90 3,85 5.52 16.66 12.80 
1196 1118 2154 380 30 125 5003 
f-' 
°' f-' 
Table A-25. Comparison of Parent's Certainty That Children Will Attend a New Four-Year 
College in Grand Rapids Area and Distance of Residence From Grand Rapids 
(Based on a Total of 4,798 Responses) 
Distance From Parents Expressed Certainty That Children Will Attend New Four-Year CoIIege 
Grand Rapids Very Certain ' Probably Uncertain Probably Certain No Total 
to Attend Attend Not Attend Not to Response 
Attend 
No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % No. % 
0 - 4 miles 371 555 490 173 79 33 1701 
51.59 39.44 28.50 30.51 28.62 30.00 35 .45 
5 - 9 miles 63 152 137 51 13 8 424 
8.76 10.80 7.96 8.99 4. 71 I 7.27 8.83 , 
- i 
10 - 19 miles 108 184 212 55 25 ! 17 601 
15.02 13.07 12.33 9.70 9.05 ! 15 45 12.52 
l 
20 - 30 miles 68 
l 
97 13, L}9 276 400 123 I 35 999 19. 61 23.26 21.69 24.63 
' 
31. 81 20.82 
30 miles + 80 240 480 165 91 I 17 1073 
11.12 17.05 27 .92 29.10 32.97 ' 15 .45 22.36 
Totals 719 1407 1719 567 276 I llO 4798 99 .98 99.97 99.97 99.99 99.98 99.98 99.98 
t-' 
a, 
N 
